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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 185

Session of 2005
Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and
Senat e:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part
of the House of Representatives and Senate for the

pur pose of considering House Bill No. 185, entitled: "An
act anendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30, No.14),
entitled "An act relating to the public school system

i ncluding certain provisions applicable as well to
private and parochi al schools; anending, revising,
consol i dati ng and changing the laws relating thereto,’
provi di ng for secheool—distriect—notifiecatton—of——restdential
developrent—and—for—contractsfor—conpetitivefood-or

;***
reduced-priece—sechool—tunchesfor—ecertain—students—
COVPETI TI VE FOOD OR BEVERAGE CONTRACTS AND FOR
NUTRI TI ONAL GUI DELI NES FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE SALES I N
SCHOOLS; * * * AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR PHYSI OLOGY AND
HYG ENE
respectfully submt the following bill as our report:
JESS M STAI RS
DAVID G ARGALL
JAMES R ROEBUCK, JR
(Commttee on the part of the House of Representatives.)
DAVI D J. BRI GHTBI LL
JAMES J. RHOADES
RAPHAEL J. MJSTC
(Committee on the part of the Senate.)



Section 15.1. The act is anended by adding a section
to read:

Section 2599.3. Statew de Costing-out Study.--(a)
The General Assenbly directs the State Board of Education
to conduct or provide for a conprehensive Statew de
costing-out study to arrive at a determ nation of the
basi c cost per pupil to provide an education that wll
permt a student to neet the State's academ c standards
and assessnents.

(b) The study shall consider both adequacy and
equity. For the purposes of this subsection, the term
"equity" shall nean whet her public resources being
committed to education are distributed in such a way that
all children, regardl ess of race, gender, ethnicity,
disability, socioeconom c status and geography, have an
equal opportunity to succeed in school. For purposes of
this subsection, the term "adequacy" shall nean whet her
sufficient resources, both State and | ocal, are being
committed to neet established performance standards and

assure academ c success for all

(c) The State Board of Education is authorized to
hire or retain consultants, utilizing a request for
proposal procedure, as necessary, to assist in the
performance of its duties under this section

(d) The State Board of Education shall consult with
the follow ng | eaders in the devel opnent of the request
for proposals and the assent of a majority of the
followi ng | eaders shall be required before the request
for proposal shall be rel eased.



(1) The President pro tenpore of the Senate or a
desi gnee.

(2) The Speaker of the House of Representatives or a
desi gnee.

(3) The Mnority Leader of the Senate or a designee.

(4) The Mnority Leader of the House of
Representati ves or a designee.

(e) At a mnimumthe study shall include all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Determ ne what educational resources and rel ated
expenditures are required to provide a quality primry
and secondary education for each student in the
Commonweal th's public schools. The study shall include
exam ni ng exenpl ary school districts that are high-
perform ng and | ow spendi ng school districts. As part of
the determ nation to be conducted under this paragraph, a
review shall be conducted of school district tax efforts
in support of public schools, including both | ocal and
State tax support.

(2) Exam ne the potential use of geographic cost-of-

education indexing in the Commonweal t h.

(3) Investigate additional categories of funding
that may be necessary to neet needs uni que to schools and
students including all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Poverty.

(ii) Limted English proficiency.

(ii1) Students with disabilities.

(iv) Scarcity and density of popul ation.

(v) Issues related to the rural, urban or suburban
nature of the school district.



(vi) Issues related to research-based anal ysis of
the difficulty of the educational task.

(4) Study the issue of student popul ati on growth and
decline to determ ne the cost inpact of both factors.

(f) The State Board of Education shall issue an
interimreport no later than six nonths after the date of
the signing of a contract entered into under subsection
(c) and shall provide a final report of its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and the nmenbers of the
Ceneral Assenbly no later than one year fromthe date of
the signing of a contract entered into under subsection

(c).

(g) Upon receipt of the final report, the Education
Conmittee of the Senate and the Education Comm ttee of
t he House of Representatives shall pronptly review and
consi der the reconmendations of the study and devel op
| egi sl ati on as deenmed appropri ate.
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