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ﬁfpennsylvama Engllsh Language Al'tS Grade 03

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across the
PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporfing Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into seven Reporting Categones The Reporting Categories for
Grade 3 are listed below.
o A = Literature Text
B = Informational Text
A-K and B-K =Key Ideas and Details
A-C and B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
A-Vand B-V= Vocabuiafy Acquisition and Use
C = Writing
o D =Language

O 0 O 0 ¢

Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it. :

Anchor Descriptor

Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor
adds a level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and
aligned to it. :

Eligible Content

The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference

" In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an area that provides additional details about the
Eligible Content,
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 03

Dual Reporting in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each belong in two Reporting Categories: one based on genre
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.

AT T T T e = [ A e e e — a e e e o e g L Y T} Pt B e L e e - R

Pennsylvama Department of Education Enghsh Language Arls, Grade 03—Page 3
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content . Final—April 2014



3 ggpennsylvania English Language Arts Grade 03

E03 A therature Text Regortmg Categor_\l

DESCRIPTOR - |  ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E03.A-K.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of E03.A-K.1.1.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
key ideas and details in understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
literature. _ text as the basis for the answers.

E03.A-K.1.1.2 Recount poems, dramas, or stories, including
fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cullures;
determine the central message, lesson, or moral
and explain how it is conveyed through key details
in the text.

E03.A-K.1.1.3 Describe characters in a story {e.g., their traits,
motivations, feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute fo the sequence of events.

Note: “Story” means narration of gvents told
through the text types of story, drama, or poem.

Reference:

CC.1.3.3.A Determine the central message, lesson, or moral in literary text; explain how it is conveyed in text.

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text; referring 1o text to support
respenses. .

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute fo the sequence of events.
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DESCR[PTOR

E03.A-C.24  Demonstrate understanding of
craft and structure in literature.

E03.A-C.2.1.1

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 03

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain the point of view from which a story is
narrated, including the difference between first-
and third-person narrations.

Note: “Story” means narration of events told

through the text types of story, drama, or poem.

Reference:

CC.1.3.3.0 Explain the point of view of the author.
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR } 7 ELIGIBLE CONTENT

EQ3.A-C.3.1 Bemonstrate understanding of E03.A-C.3.1.1 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and
connections within, between, plots of stories written by the same author about
and/or among texts. the same or similar characters {e.g., in books from

a series).

Note: "Stories™ means narration of events told
through the text types of stories, dramas, or
poems.

Reference:

CC.1.3.3H Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same
or similar characters.
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 03
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DESCRIPTOR - ELIG[BLE CONTENT
E03.A-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of E03.A-V4.11 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative mulfipie-meaning words and phrases based on
language in liferature. ' grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.

b. Determine the meaning of the new word
formed when a known affix is added to a
known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable,
comfortable/uncomforfable, care/careless,
heal/preheat).

¢. Use a known root word as a clue to the
rieaning of an unknown word with the same
root (e.g., company, companion),

E03.A-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships
and nuances in word meanings.

a. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral
meanings of wards and phrases in context
(e.g., lake steps).

b. Distinguish shades of meaning among
related words (e.qg., knew, belfeved,
suspecled, heard, wondered).

Reference:

CC.1.3.3.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, distinguishing literal from
non-literal meaning as well as shades of meaning ameng related words.

CC.1.3.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

CC.1.3.3.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academie, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships.

Pennsylvama Depan‘ment of Educaf:on Engnsh Language Arts Grade OS—Page 7
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—Aprit 2014




Epennsylvania EHQIISh Language Al'tS Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR - . ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E03.B-K.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of E03.B-K.1.1.1  Answer questions to demonstrate understanding of
key ideas and details in a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
informational texts. the answers.

E03.B-K.1.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key
details and explain how they support the main
idea.

E03.B-K.1.1.3 Describe the relationship between a series of
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or
steps in technical procedures in a text, using
language that pertains te time, sequence, and
causefeffect.

Reference:
GC.1.2.3.A Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
CC.1.23.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text; refer to text to support responses.

CC.1.2.3.C Explain how a series of events, concepts, or steps in a procedure is connected within a text, using language
that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
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DESCRIPTOR o  ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E03.B-C.2.1  Demonstrate understanding of E03.B-C.2.1.1  Explain the point of view from which a text is
craft and structure in written.
informational texts.
E03.B-C.21.2  Use text features (e.g., headings, graphics, charts)
‘ and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars,
hyperlinks) to efficiently locate information relevant
fo a given topic.

Reference:
CC.1.2.3.D Explain the point of view of the author.

CC.1.2.3.E Use text features and search tools to locate and interpret information.

Enghsh Language Arts, Grade O3-Page 9
Final—April 2014

Pennsyivania Deparfment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Conlent




i;? pennsy[vania

T SRdeaas T
DESCRIPTOR

E03.B-C.3.1 Demonstrate understanding of
connections within, between,
and/or among informational
texts.

E03.B-C.3.1.1

E03.B-C.3.1.2

E03.B-C.3.1.3

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 03

| EL|G[BLE CONTENT

Describe the logical connection between particular
sentences and paragraphs o support specific
points in a text {e.g., compatrison, cause/effect,
first/secondfthird in a sequence).

Corﬁpare and contrast the most important points
and key details presented in two texts on the same
topic.,

Use information gained from illustrations, maps,
photographs, and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the text {e.g., where,
when, why, and how key events occur).

Reference:

CC.1.2.3.G Use information gained from text features to demonstrate understanding of a text.

CC.1.2.3.H Describe how an author connects sentences and paragraphs in a text to support particular points.

CC.1.23.1 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.
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DESCRIPTOR . ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E(3.B-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of E03.BV.4.11 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
language in informational texts. ¢ - grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.

b. Determine the meaning of the new word
formed when a known affix is added to a.
known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable,
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless,
heat/preheat).

¢. Determine the meaning of general
academic and domain-specific words and
phrases used in a text.

d. Use a known root word as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word with the same
root (e.q.; company, companion).

E03.B-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships
and nuances in word meanings.

a. Distinguish the iiteral and nontiteral
meanings of words and phrases in context
{e.g., fake steps).

b. Distinguish shades of meaning among
related words (e.g., knew, believed,
suspected, heard, wondered).

Reference:

CC.1.2.3.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, distinguishing fiteral from
nonliteral meaning as well as shades of meaning among related words.

CC.1.2.3.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships.

©C.1.2.3.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words'and phirase based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

e oo Ny o |
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 03

DESCR!PTOR

E03.C141 Write opinion pieces on topics or
texts, supporting a point of view
with reasons.

E03.C.1.4.1

E03.C1.1.2

ED3.C11.3

E03.C.1.1.4

'ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Introduce the topic or text for the intended audience,
state an opinion, and create an organizational
structure that lists reasons to support the writer's
purpose,

Provide reasons that support the opinion,

Use linking words and phrases {e.g., because,
therefore, since, for example) to connect an oplnlon
and reasons.

Provide a concluding statement or section.

Reference:

CC1.43H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.

CC.1.43.1 Support an opinion with reasons.

CC.1.4.3.J Create an organizational structure that includes reasons linked in a Ioglca! order with a concluding statement

or section.
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DESCRIPTOR

E03.C.1.2 Wirite informativef/explanatory
texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas and information
clearly.

R T T T T e TS

E03.C.1.21

E03.C.1.2.2

E03.C.1.2.3

E03.C.1.24

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 03

E03CWritng Reporting Category

AT e e e T T L s
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ELIGIBLE CONTENT

introduce a topic for the intended audience, and
group related information together to support the
writer's purpose,

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and/or
details,

Use linking words and phrases {e.g., also, another,
and, more, buf) to connect ideas within categories of
information.

Provide a concluding statement or section.

Reference:

CC.1.4.3.B Identify and introduce the topic.

CC.1.4.3.C Develop the topic with facts, definitions, details, and illustrations, as appropriate.

CC.1.4.3.D Create an organizational structure that includes information grouped and connected logically with a

concluding statement or section.
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DESCRIPTOR

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E03.C1.3 Write narratives to develop real or § E03.C.1.3.1 Orient the reader by establishing a situation and
imagined experiences or events introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize
using effective technique, an event sequence that unfolds naturatly to support
descriptive details, and clear the writer's purpose.
event sequences.

E03.C1.3.2 Use descriptions of actions, thoughts, feelings, and
other narrative techniques, such as dialogue, to
develop experfences and events or to show the
response of characters to situations.

E03.C.1.3.3  .Use temporal words and phrases fo signai event
order.

E03.C.1.34 Provide a sense of closure.

Reference:

CC.1.4.3.N Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.

CC.1.4.3.0 Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show
the response of characters to situations.

| CC.1.4.3.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, using temporal words and phrases to signal event order;
provide a sense of closure.

Pennsyfvama Depar{menr of Educar:on 7
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DESCRIPTOR

E03.D.11 Demonstrate command of the  § E03.D.1.1.1
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage.

E03.D.1.1.2
E03.D.11.3
E03.0.11.4

E03.D.1.1.5

E03.D.1.1.6

E£03.D.1.1.8

E02.D.1.1.9

E03.D.1.1.7

Englzsh Language Arts Grade 03

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences.

Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns.
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood).

Form and use regular and irregutar verbs.

Form and use the simple verb tenses {e.q., /
walked; | walk; I will walk).

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement. *

Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them
depending on what is to be modified.

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.

Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences.

Reference:

Asterisk {*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.3.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.3.K Use a variety of words and sentence types fo appeal to the audience.

CC.1.4.3.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.3.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR ' ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E03.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the E03.D.1.2.1 Capitalize appropriate words in fitles.
conventions of standard English _
capitalization, punctuation, and E03.D.1.2.2  Use commas in addresses,

spelling.
E03.D.1.2.3 Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue.

E03.0.1.2.4 Form and use possessives.

E03.D.1.2.5 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to base
words (e.g., sitfing, smiled, cries, happiness).

E03.D.1.2.6 _Use spelling palterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words,

Reference:

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.3.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.3.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.3.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard Engiish grammar, usage
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
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DESCRIPTOR - EL[GIBLE CONTENT

E03.D.2.1 Use knowledge of language and E03.D.21.1 Choose words and phrases for effect.*
its conventions.

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.3.E Choose words and phrases for effect.
CC.1.4.3.K Use a variety of words and sentence fypes to appeal to the audience.

CC.1.4.3.Q Choose words and phrases for effect.

[Erav e

Pennsylvania Department of Educatron English Language Arls Grade 03—Paga 17
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014







P 3

Aligned to the Pennsylvar}'ia"‘_(;()re Standards

Pennsylvania Department of Education
www,pdesas.org www.education.state.pa.us.

April 2014




Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 04

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across the
PSSA.

_ Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporting Category

The Assessment Anchors are orgamzed into eight Reporting Categories. The Reporting Categories for
Grade 4 are listed below.

o A =Literature Text
B = Informational Text
A-K and B-K =Key Ideas and Details
A-C and B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and ldeas
A-V and B-V = Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
C= Writing
D = Language
o E = Text-Dependent Analysis
Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skifls and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Catégory and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

¢ C 0 0 O

Anchor Descriptor _ :
Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor
adds a level of specificity fo the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and
aligned to it.

Eligible Content
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference ,

In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an area that provides. additional details about the
Eligibie Content.
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 04
Pennsylvanla Sgstem of School Assessment :
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Duazl Reporting in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each belong in two Reporting Categories: one based on genre
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E04.A-K.1.1 Demonstrate understanding of E04.A-KA1.11 Refer to details and examples in a text when
key ideas and details in explaining what the text explicitly says and when
literature. drawing inferences from the text.

E04.A-K.1.1.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem
from details in the text; summarize the text.

E04.A-K.1.1.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, oreventin a
story, drama, or poem, drawing on specific details
in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or
actions), -

Reference:

CC.1.3.4.A Determine a theme of a text from details in the text;‘summarize the text.
CC.1.34.B Cite relevant details from the text to support what the text says expilicitly and make inferences.

CC.1.3.4.C Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text.

S TR e ey T o
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English Language Arts Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR

E04.A-C.21 Demonstrate understanding of
craft and structure in literature.

E04.A-C.2.11

ELIG[BLE CONTENT

Compare and contrast the point of view from which
different stories are narrated, including the
difference between first- and third-persen
narrations.

Note: “Stories” means narration of events told
through the text types of steries, dramas, or
poems.

=

Reference:

CC.1.3.4.0 Compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of view.

eI AT
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DESCRIPTOR

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E04.A-C.31  Demonstrate understanding of ED4.A-C.3.1.1 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar
connections within, between, themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and

and/or among texts.

evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in
stories, myths, and traditional literature from
different cuitures.

Note: “Stories” means narration of events told
through the text types of stories, dramas, or
poems.

Reference:

CC.1.34.H Compare and contrast similar
different cultures.

themes, topics, and patterns of events in literature, including texts from

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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DESCRIPOR ' ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E04.A-V.41  Demonsirate understanding of EQ4.A-V.411  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
language in literature. - grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase, including
words or phrases that allude fo significant
characters found in literature (e.qg.,
Hercufean efforf}.

b, Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word {e.g., felegraph,
photograph, atfograph).

E04.AV.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Explain the meaning of similes and
metaphors in context.

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of
common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by
relating them to their anfonyms and
synonyms.

Reference:

CC.1.3.4.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, including figurative
language.

CC.1.3.41 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

CC.1.3.4.) Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a

particular topic.
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DESCRIPTOR

E04B-K1.1  Demonstrate understanding of
key ideas and details in
informational texts,

E04.B-K.1.1.1

E04.B-K.1.1.2

E04.B-K.1.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Refer to details and examples in a text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how
it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

Explain events, procedures, ideas, steps, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on
specific information in the text.

Reference:

CC.1.24.A Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

CC.1.2.4.B Refer to details and examples in text to support what the text says explicitly and make inferences.

CC.1.2.4.C Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepis in a text, including what happened and why, based on

specific information in the text.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education
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DESCRIPTOR o ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E04.B-C.21  Demonstrate understanding of E04.B-C.2.1.1 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand
craft and structure in account of the same event or topic; describe the
informational texts. differences in focus and the information provided.

E04.B-C.21.2 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information and text
features in a text or part of a text.

Reference:
CC.1.2.4D Compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of view.

CC.1.2.4.E Use text structure to interpret information {e.g., chronology, comparison, causefeffect, problem/solution).

Pennsylvama Department of Educatron Enghsh t_anguage Arts, Grade 04—Page 9
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E04.B-C.31  Demonstrate understanding of E04.B-C.3.1.1 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
connections within, between, to suppoert particular points in a text.
and/or among informational
texts. E04.B-C.3.1.2 Integrate information from two texts on the same

topic in order to demonstrate subject knowledge.

E04.B-C.3.1.3 interpret text features (e.g., headings, graphics,
charts, timelines, diagrams) andfor make
connections between text and the content of fext
features.

Reference:

CC.1.24.G Interpret various presentations of information within a text or digital source and explain how the information
contributes to an understanding of text in which it appears.

CC.1.2.4.H Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

CC.1.24.1 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic fo demonstrate understanding of that topic.

Penmnsylvania Depariment of Education English Language Arts, Grade 04—Page 10
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DESCRIPTOR S ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E04.BV.41 Deimonstrate understanding of E04.B-V.A4.11  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative muitiple-meaning words and phrases based on
language in informational texts. grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.qg., definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

h. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.q., lefegraph,
phofograph, autography.

¢. Determine the meaning of general
academic and domain-specific words or
phrases used in a text.

E04.B-V4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Explain the meaning of similes and
metaphors in context.

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of
common idioms, adages, and proverbs,

¢. Demonstrate understanding of words by
relating them to their antonyms and
synonyms.,

Reference:

CC.1.2.4.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, including figurative
language.

CC.1.2.4.d Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basicto a
particular topic.

CC.1.2.4.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mulliple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and contenit, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. .

Pennsyfvania Department of Educatron Engllsh Language Ans, Grade 04—Page 11
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English Language Arts Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT .
Eo4.C11 Write opinion pieces on topics or ¥ E04.C.1.1.1 Introduce a topic or text for the intended audience,
texts, supporting a point of view state an opinion, and create an organizational
with reasons and information, structure in which related ideas are grouped to

support the writer's purpose.

E04.C1.1.2 Provide reasons that are supported by facts and
details.

E04.C.1.1.3 Link an opinion and reasons using words and
phrases {e.q., for instance, in order fo, in addition).

E04.C.11.4 Provide a concluding statement or section related io
the opinion presented.

Reference:

CC.1.44.D Group related information in paragraphs and sections, linking ideas within categories of information using
- words and phrases; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful to aiding
comprehension.

CC.1.4.4H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.
CC.1.4.4.1 Provide reasons that are supporied by facts and details.

CC.144.J Createan brganizétional structure that includes related ideas grouped to support the writer's purpose and
linked in a logical order with a conciuding statement or section related to the opinion,

Pennsyfvama Department of Educatron - Engllsh Language Aris Grade 04——Page 12
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 04

E04CWritng Reporting Category
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DESCRIPTOR

E04.C1.2 Wirite informative/explanatory
texts to examine a fopic and
convey ideas and information
clearly.

E04.C.1.2.1

E04.C.1.2.2

E04.C.1.2.3

Et4.C.1.24

E04.C.1.2.5

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Introduce a topic for the intended audience and
group related information in paragraphs andfor
sections to support the writer's purpose.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within categories of information using
words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also,
because).

Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Provide a concluding statement or section related to
the information or explanation presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.4.B Identify and introduce the topic clearly.

CC.1.4.4.C Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrets details, quotations, or other information and examples
related to the topic; include illustrations and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.4.D Group related information in paragraphs and sections, linking ideas within categories of information using
words and phrases; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful fo aiding

comprehension.

CC.1.4.4.E Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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DESCRIPTOR

E04.C13 Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events
using effective techniques,
descriptive details, and clear
event sequences.

E04.C.1.3.1

E04.C.1.3.2

E04.C.1.3.3
E04.C.1.3.4

E04.C.1.3.5

ELIGIBLE CONTENT
Orient the reader by establishing a situation and
introducing a narrater andfor characters; organize

an event sequence that unfolds naturally to support
the writer's purpose.

Use narrative teéhniques such as dialegue and
description to develop experiences and events or to
show the responses of characters to situations.

Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to
manage the sequence of events.

Use concrete words and phrases and sensory
details to convey experiences and events precisely.

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated
experiences or events,

Reference:

CC.1.44.N Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters.

CC.1.4.4.0 Use dialogue and descriptions to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to
situations; use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events

precisely,

CC.1.44.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, using a variety of transitional words and phrases fo
manage the sequence of events; provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences and

events,

CC.1.4.4.Q Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Pemnsylvania Depariment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E04.D.1.1 Demonstrate command of the E04.D.1.1.1 Use relative pronouns {e.g., who, whose, whom,
conventions of standard English which, thaf) and relative adverbs (e.g., where, when,
grammar and usage. why).

E04.D.1.1.2 Form and use the progressive verb tenses {e.g., /
was walking, | am walking, | will be walking).

E04.D1.1.3 Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to
* convey various conditions.

E04.D.1.1.4 Order adjectives within sentences according to
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather
than a red small bag).

E04.D.1.1.5 Forin and use prepositional phrases.
E04.D.1.1.6 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on

sentences.”

E04.D.1.1.7 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., fo,
too, two; thers, their, they're).*

E04.D.1.1.8 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
‘ agreement.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.
Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.4F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.4.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.4.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsylvama Depadment of Educatron Enghsh Language Aris Grade 04—Page 15
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DESCRIPTOR

E04.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling.

E04.D.1.2.1

E04.D.1.2.2

E04.D.1.2.3

E04.D.1.24

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Use correct capitalization.

Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speech and quotations from a text.

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a
compound sentence.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

Reference:

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.4F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelfing.

CC.1.44L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
' capitalization, punctuation, and spelfing.

CC.1.4.4.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E04.D.2.1 Use knowledge of language and E04.D.2.1.1 Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
its conventions. precisely.*

E04.D.21.2 Choose punctuation for effect.*

E04.D.2.1.3 Choose words and phrases for effect.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.14.4E Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CC.1.4.4 K Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

CC.1.4.4.2 Choose words and phrases fo convey ideas precisely.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education English Language Arts, Grade 04—Page 17
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR | ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E04.E.1.1 Draw evidence from fiterary or E04.E.1.1.1 Introduce text(s) for the intended audience, state an
informational texts o support opinion and/or topic, establish a situation, and create
analysis, reflection, andfor an organizational structure in which related ideas
research. are logically grouped to support the writer’s

purpose.

E04.E.1.1.2 Develop the analysis using a variety of evidence
from text(s) to support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences.

E04.E.1.1.3 Link ideas within categories of information using
words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also,
because).

E04.E1.1.4 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
andfor convey the experience and events.

E04.E1.1.5 Provide a concluding statement or section reiated to
the analysis presented.

Reference:

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.4.B Identify and introduce the topic clearly.

CC.1.4.4.C Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
related to the topic; include iflustrations and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.44.D Group related information in paragraphs and sections, linking ideas within categories of information using
words and phrases; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful to aiding
comprehension.

CC.1.4.4.E Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
CC.1.4.4.H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.
CC.1.4.4.1 Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.

CC.1.44J Createan organtzational structure that includes related ideas grouped to support the writer's purpose and

linked in & logical order with a concluding statement or section related to the opinion. - IR e

CC.1.44.K Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Engl[sh Language Arts Grade 04—Page 18
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e glish Language Arts, Grade 05

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across the

PSSA.
Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporting Category

The Assessment Anchors are organized into cight Reportmg Categories. The Reporting Categories for
Grade 5 are listed below.

o A =Literature Text
B = Informational Text

O

o A-K and B-K = Key Ideas and Details

o A-Cand B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
o A-V and B-V = Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

o C= Writing

o D= Language

o E=Text-Dependent Analysis

Assessment Anchor
The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The -
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Catégory and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

Anchor Descriptor
Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor
adds a level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and
aligned to it.

Eligible Content
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference

In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an area that provides additional details about the
Eligible Content.

Pennsylvama Deparfment of Educatron . Enghsh Language Ans Grade 05—Page 2
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Dual Reportmg in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each beiong in two Reporting Categories: one based on gente
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E05.A-K. 1.1 Demonstrate understanding of E05.A-K.1.1.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what
key ideas and details in the text says explicitly and when drawing -
literature. inferences andfor making generalizations from the
text.

E05.A-K.1.1.2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem
from details in the text, including how characters in
a story or drama respond fo challenges or how the
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic;
summarize the text.

E05.A-K.1.1.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story, drama, or poem,
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).

Reference:

CC.1.3.5.A Determine a theme of a text from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

CC.1.3.5.B Cite textual evidence by quoting accurately from the text to explain what the text says explicitly and make
inferences.

CC.1.3.5.C 'Compare and conirast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the fext. '

RS
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English Language Arts, Grade 05
Reporting Category

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

DESCRIPTOR
Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of
view influences how events are described;
describe an author’s purpose and explain how it is
conveyed in the text.

E05.A-C.2-1  Demonsltrate understanding of E05.A-C.2.1.1
craft and structure in literature.

Reference:

CC.1.3.5.D0 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the
point of view they represent.

Enghsh Languaga Aris, Grade OS—Page 5
Final—April 2014
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English Language Arts, Grade 05
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E05.A-C.31  Demonsfrate understanding of E05.A-C.3.1.1 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre
connections within, between, on their approaches to similar themes and topics.

df .
andfor among texts Note: “Stories”™ means narration of events told

through the text types of stories, dramas, or
poems,

Reference:

CC.1.3.5H Compare and confrast texts in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics as well as
additional literary elements.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education English Language Arts, Grade 05—Page 6
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—Agprif 2014




Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

E05.A-V.41.1

ELIGIBLE CONTET

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
muitiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

a.

Use context (e.g., causefeffect
relationships and comparisons in text) as
a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek
and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., phofograph,
photosynthesis).

E05.A-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a.

Interpret figurative language {e.g., simile,
metaphor, personification} in context.

Recognize and explain the meaning of
commen idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs) to better understand each of
the words.

DESCRIPTOR
E05.4-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of
vocabulary and figurative
language in literature.
Reference:

CC.1.3.5F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, including interpretation of

figurative language.

CC.1.3.5.1

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and muitiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade §

reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tocls.

CC.1.3.5.0 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships.

Pennsyivanra Depa:tmenf of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Engllsh Language A!ts Grade OS—F‘age 7
Final—April 2014




:"'Pennsywansa Enghsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E05.B-K.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of E05.B-K.1.1.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what
key ideas and details in the text says explicitly and when drawing
informational texts. inferences and/or making generalizations from the
text.

E05.8-K1.1.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and

explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text.

E05.B-K.1.1.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, steps, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text
based on specific information in the text,

Reference:

CC.1.2.5.A Determine two or more main ideas in a text and expiain how they are supported by key details; summarize
the text.

CC.1.2.5B Cite textual evidence by quoting accurately from the text to explain what the text says explicitly and make
inferences.

CC.1.2.5.C Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a text
based on specific information in the text.

Pennsylvama Depaﬂment of Educairon Engllsh Language Arls Gfade 05~Page 8
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Enghsh Language Arts, Grade 05
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_ Reportlng Category

'DESGRIPTOR  ELIGIBLE GONTENT

E05.B-C.2.1  Demonstrate understanding of E05.B-C.2.1.1  Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or

craft and structure in _ topic, noting impertant similarities and differences
informational texts. in the point of view they represent.

E05.B-C.2.1.2 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g.,
chronology, comparison, causefeffect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or
information and text features in two or more texts.

Reference:

CC.1.2.5.D Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or fopic, noting important similarities and differences in the
point of view they represent.

CC.1.25.E Use text structure, in and among texts, to interpret im‘o—rmation (e.g., chronclogy, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution).

e F A me ooy AT s
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DESCRIPTOR
E05.B-C.3.1 Demonstrate understanding of E05.B-C.3.1.1
connections within, between,

and/or among informational
texts.

E05.B-C.3.1.2

E05.B-C.3.1.3

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
to support particular points in a text, identifying
which reasons and evidence support which

point(s).

Integrate information from several texis on the
same topic in order o demonstrate subject
knowledge.

Interpret text features (e.g., headings, graphics,-
charts) andfor make connections between text and
the content of text features.

" Reference:

CGC.1.2.5.G Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a

question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

CC.1.2.5.H Determine how an author supports particular points in a text through reasons and evidence.

CC.1.2.5.1 integrate information from several texts on the same topic to demonstrate understanding of that topic.

Pennsyh/ama Depanment of Educahon
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 05
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_ Reportmg Category

DESCRIPTOR ' | - ELIGIBLE GONTENT

E05.B-V4.1  Demonstrate understanding of E05.B-V.4.11  Determine or clarify the.meaning of unknown and
vocabutlary and figurative multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
tanguage in informational texts. grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of sirategies.

a. Use context {e.g., causefeffect relationships

and comparisons in text) as a clue to the
, meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and
iatin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., pholograph,
photosynthesis).

¢. Determine the meaning of general
academic and domain-specific words and
phrases used in a text.

E05.B-V4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
waord relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figurative language (simile,
metaphor, and personification) in context.

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of
common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

c. Use the relationship between particular
words {e.g., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs) to better understand each of
the words.

Reference:

CC.1.2.5.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level text, including interpretation of

CCA1.254

CCA1.25K

figurative language.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and muitiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. '

TR
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
F05.C.1.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or  § E05.C.1.1.1 Introduce a topic or text for the intended audience,
texts, supporting a point of view state an opinion, and create an organizational
with reasons and information. structure in which ideas are logically grouped to

support the writer's purpose.

E05.C1.1.2 Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported
by facts and detfails.

E05.C1.1.3 Link opinicn and reasons using words, phrases, and
clauses (e.q., consequently, specifically).

£05.C1.14 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E05.C1.1.5 Provide a concluding section related o the opmlon
presented.

Reference:

CC.14.5H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.
CC.1.4.5.1 Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details; draw from credible sources.

CC.1.4.5.0 Create an organizational structure that includes related ideas grouped to support the writer's purpose; link
opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses; provide a concluding statement or section related

fo the opinion.

CC.1.4.5.K Write with an awareness of siyle.

s Lse sentences of varying length.
+ Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.

Pennsylvama Depadment of Educarlon , Enghsh Language Arts Grade 05~—Page 12
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

AR ety

T Sl : - : = S ————— ——
E05.C Writing Reportmg Category

DESCRIPTOR i " ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E05.C.1.2 Write informative/explanatory E05.C.1.21 Introduce a topic for the intended audience, provide
texts {o examine a topic and a general observation and focus, and group related
convey ideas and information information logically to support the writer's purpose.

clearly.

E05.C.1.2.2 Revelop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and
exampies related to the topic.

E05.C.1.2.3 Link ideas within and across categories of
information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g.,
in contrast, especially).

E05.C.1.2.4 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E05.C.1.2.5 Estabfish and maintain a formal style.

E05.C1.2.6 Provide a concluding section related to the
information or explanation presented.

= e

Reference:

CC.1.4.5.8 |dentify and introduce the topic clearly.

CC.1.4.5.C Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
related to the topic; include illustrations and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.5.D Group related information logically, finking ideas within and across categories of information using words,
phrases, and clauses; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful to aiding
comprehension.

CC.1.45.E Wiite with an awareness of style.”

» Use precise language and domain-specific vocabufary to inform about or explain the topic.
s Use sentences of varying length.

Pennsylvanra Depaffment of Education Enghsh Language Arls Grade OS—Page 13
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DESCRIPTOR

E05.C.1.3 Wiite narratives {o develop real or
imagined experiences or events
using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear

event sequences.

F05.C.1.3.1

E05.C.1.3.2

E056.C.1.3.3

E05.C.1.34

E05.C.1.3.5

Enghsh Language Arts Grade 05

ELIGIBLE CNTENT

Crient the reader by establishing a situation and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize
an event sequence that unfolds naturally to support
the writer's purpose.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
descnption, and pacing, to develop experiences and
events or to show the responses of characters to
situations.

Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and
clauses to manage the sequence of events.

Use concrete words and phrases and sensory
details to convey experiences and events precisely.

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated
experiences or events.

Reference:

CC.1.4.5.N Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator andfor characters.

CC.1.4.5.0 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experfences and events or
show the responses of characters to situations; use concrete words and phrases and sensory detaﬂs to
convey experiences and events precisely. .

CC.1.4.5.P Organize an event seduence that unfolds naturally, using a variety of transitional words and phrases to
manage the sequence of events; provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences and

evenls.

CC.1.4.5.Q Write with an awareness of style,

s Use sentences of varying length.

+ Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, readerlllstener interest, and style.

Pennsyfvanra Depan‘ment of Educat/on
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCR]PTOR
E05.D.1.1 Demonstrate command of the E05.D0.1.1.1
convenlicns of standard English
grammar and usage.
E05.D.1.1.2
E05.D.1.1.3
E05.D.1.1.4
E05.D.1.1.56
E05.D.1.1.6
E05.D.1.1.7
E05.D0.1.1.8

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions,
and interjections in general and their function in
parnticular sentences.

Form and use the perfect verb tenses (e.g., / had
walked; I have walked, | will have walked).

Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences,
states, and conditicns.

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
tense.”

Use correlative conjunctions (e.q., either/or,
neither/nor).

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on
sentences.*

Correctiy use frequently confused words (e.g., fo,
foo, two; there, their, they're).*

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement.*

Reference:

- Asterisk ("‘) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in ail succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.5.F Demonsirate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, puncluation, and spelling.

CC.1.45.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling,

CC.14.5R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punciuation, and spelling.

Pennsyfvama Departmen! of Educar.'on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Enghsh Language Aﬂs Grade OS—-Page 15
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E05.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the E05.D.1.2.1 Use punctuation to separate items in a sedes.*
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and E05.D.1.2.2  Use a comma to separate an introductory element
spelling. from the rest of the sentence.

E05.D0.1.2.3 Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g.,
Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the
rest of the sentence (e.g., It's true, isn’t it?), and to
indicate direct address (e.g., /s that you, Steve?).

E05.0.1.24 Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to
indicate titles of works.

E05.D.1.2.5 Spell grade-appropriate words correctiy.

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.45F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and speliling.

CC.1.45L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.5.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsyfvanra Deparfment of Educatron R Engllsh Language Arls Grade OS—Page 16
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Yo b REnnsylvants ' Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ' ' ELIGIBLE GONTENT

E05.D.2.1 Use knowledge of language and E05.D.2.1.1 Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for
its conventions. meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.

E05.D.21.2 Choose words and phrases lo convey ideas
precisely.*

E05.D0.2.1.3 Choose punctuation for effect.*

E05.D.21.4  Choose words and phrases for effect.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*} indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.5.E Write with an awareness of style.

+ Use precise language and domain-specific vocabu[ary to inform about or explain the fopic.
¢ Use seniences of varying length.

CC.1.4.5.K Wirite with an awareness of style.

+ Use sentences of varying length.
+ Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, readerflistener interest, and style.

CC.1.4.5. Write with an awareness of slyle.
» Use sentences of varying length.
s Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.

Fennsylvama Deparfment of Educa!ton . Enghsh Language Aﬂs Grade 05—Page 17
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E05.E.1.1 Draw evidence from literary or E05.E.1.11 Introduce text(s) for the intended audience, state an
informational texts to support opinian and/or topic, establish a situation, and create
analysis, reflection, andfor an organizational structure in which ideas are
research. - logically grouped to support the writer's purpose.

E05.E.1.1.2 Develop the analysis using a variety of evidence
from text(s) to support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences.

E05.E.1.1.3 Link ideas within and across categories of
information using words, phrases, and clauses {e.g.,
in contrast, especially).

E05.E1.1.4 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
andfor convey the experience and events.

E05.E1.1.5 Establish and maintain a formal style.

EQ5.E1.1.6 Provide a concluding section related to the analysis
. presented.

Reference:
Eiigible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.5B Identify and introduce the topic clearly.

CC.1.4.50 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
related to the topic; inciude illustrations and muitimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.5D Group related information logically linking ideas within and across categories of information using words,
phrases, and clauses; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful to aiding
comprehension. :

CC.1.4.5.E Wirite with an awareness of style.
+ LUse precise l[anguage and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
+ Use sentences of varying length.

CC.1.4.5H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the fopic.
CC.1.4.5.1 Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details; draw from credible sources.

CC.14.5J Create an organizational structure that includes related ideas grouped to support the writer's purpose; link
opirion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses; provide a concluding statement or seclion related
to the opinion.

" CC.1.4.5.K Wirite with an awareness of style.
+ Use sentences of varying length.
» Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, readerflistener interest, and style.

CC.1.4.55 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying
grade-level reading standards for fiterature and informational texts.

Pennsytvama Deparimentof Educatron Enghsh Language Aﬂs, Grade 05—Page 18
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content : Final—April 2014




le Content

o

igik
Core Sta

&

Assessment Anchors and El

ndards

1a

Aligned to the Pennsylvan

Pennsylvania Department of Education
www,.education.state.pa.us

www.pdesas.org

April 2014



ﬁ_g pemsyivama Engllsh Language Arts Grade 06

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common founat of this outline is followed across the
PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into ejght Reporting Categories. The Reporting Categories for
Grade 6 are listed below.
o A = Literature Text
B = Informational Text

O
o A-Kand B-K = Key Ideas and Details
o A-Cand B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
o A-V and B-V = Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
o C= Writing
o D =TLanguage
- o F=Text-Dependent Analysis
Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

Anchor Descriptor .
Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor -
adds a level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unificd under and
aligned to it.

Eligible Content
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference
In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an area that provides additional details about the
Eligible Content.

Pennsyfvama Department of Educatron Engllsh Language Aﬂs Grade OS—Page 2
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 06

Dual Reporting in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each belong in two Reporting Categories: one based on genre
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.-

Pennsytvama Depattmen! of Education Enghsh Language Arls Grade OB—Page 3
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:ﬁ"""“” tvanie English Language Arts, Grade 0

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E0G.A-K.1.1  Demonsfrate understanding of E06.A-K1.1.1 Cite textual evidence fo support analysis of what
key ideas and details in _ the text says explicitly as well as inferences andfor
literature. : _ generalizations drawn from the text.

E06.A-K.1.1.2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through relevant details; provide
a summary of the text distinct from personal
opinions or judgments.

E06.A-K.1.1.3  Describe how the plot of a particular story, drama,
or poem unfolds, as well as how the characters

respond or change as the plot moves toward a
resolution.

Reference;

CC.1.3.6.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments,

€C.1.3.6.8B Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences and/or
generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.3.6.C Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes, as well as how the characters
respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Final—April 2014
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'{'?E;Sennsyivania ‘ Engllsh Language AI’tS, Grade 06

E06.A-C.2.1

DESCRIPTOR o ' o EL[GIBLECONTENT

Demonstrate understanding of EQ06.A-C.2.11 Determine an author’s purpose in a text and

craft and structure in literature. explain how it is conveyed in the text; explain how
an author develops the point of view of the narrator
or speaker in a text; describe the effectiveness of
the point of view used by the author.

E06.A-C.2.1.2  Analyze how a padicular sentence, chapter, scene,
or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme,
setting, or plot.

E06.A-C.2.1.3 Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, including figurative and
connotative meanings, in a text; analyze the impact
of a specific word cheice on meaning and tone.

Reference:
CC.1.3.6.D
CC1.38.E

CCA1.36.F

Determine an auther's purpoese in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
Analyze how the structure of a text contributes to the development of theme, setting, and plot.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative language in context.

Pennsytvama Deparimenl of Educahon Enghsh Language Arts, Grade 06—Page 5
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014




iTEh i ey s SH it L S ST Y ue

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E06.A-C.3.1  Demonstrate understanding of EDB.A-C.3.141 Compare and contrast fexts in different forms or
: connections within, between, ‘genres (e.g., stories, dramas, poems, historical
andfor among texts. novels, fantasy stories) in terms of their

approaches to similar themes and topics.

Reference:

CC.1.3.6.H Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres in terms of their approaches to similar themes and
topics as well as their use of additional literary elements.
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DESCRIPTOR
E06.A-V.4.1  Demonstrate understanding of

vocabulary and figurative
language in literature.

Enghsh Language Arts, Grade 06

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E06.A-V.4.1.14 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of sirategies.

a.

tise context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a ciue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues toc the
meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory,
audible).

E06.A-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a.

Interpret figurative language {simile,
metaphor, personification, and hyperbole) in
context.

Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., cause/leffect, part/whole,
item/category, synonym/antonym) to better
understand each of the words.

Distinguish among the connotations
{associations) of words with simitar
denotations {definitions) (e.g., sfingy,
scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).

Reference:

CC.1.3.6.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative language in context.

CC.1.3.6.] Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of sirategies and tools.

CC.1.3.6.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or

expression.

Pennsylvama Depaffment of Educa{ron
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E06.B-K.1.1. Demonsirate understanding of E06.B-K.1.1.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what
key ideas and details in the text says explicitly as well as inferences andfor
informational texts. generalizations drawn from the text.

E06.B-K.1.1.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is
conveyed through refevant details; provide a
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions
or judgments.

E06.B-K.1.1.3  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or
idea is infroduced, illustrated, or elaborated in a
text (e.g., through examples, anecdotes, or
sequence of steps).

Reference:

CC.1.26.A Determine the central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through part:cular details; provide a summary of
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

CC.1.2.6.B Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences and/or
generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.26.C Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, Hllustrated, and elaborated in a text.

Pennsyivenia Department of Education Engl[sh Language Ans. Grade OG—Page 8
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E06.B-C.2.1  Demonstrate understanding of E06.B-C.2.1.1 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose ina
connections within, between, text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.
and/or among informational

texts. E06.B-C.2.1.2  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph,

‘ chapter, section, or text feature fits into the overall
structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the ideas.

£06.8-C.21.3 Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, including figurative, connotative,
or technical meanings, in a text.

T e

Reference:
CC.1.2.6.D0 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the fext.

CC.1.2.6.E Analyze the author's structure through the use of paragraphs, chapters, or seclions.

Pennsyivania Department of Education Engllsh Language Arts Grade 06—Page 9
Assessment Anchors and Eifgible Content Final—April 2014




i:gbennsylvanla

ATy > I o e ST 2o I A e T o D e B o ey R oe P

3 F R
DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E06.B-C.3.1  Demonstrate understanding of E06.B-C.3.1.1 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
connections within andfor claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are
among informational texts. supported by reasons and evidence froni claims

that are not (e.g., fact/opinion, bias}).

E06.B-C.3.1.2  Compare and contrast one author's presentation of
events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written
by and a biography on the same person).

Reference:
CC.1.286.H Evaluate an author's argument by examining claims and determining if they are supported by evidence.

CC.1.26.1 Examine how two authors present similar information in different fypes of text.
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DESCR!PTOR - ' EL[GiBLE CONTENT
E06.B-V.4.1  Demonstrate understanding of § E06.B-V.4.1.1  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative muitipie-meaning words and phrases based on
language in informational texts. grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a, Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph, a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory,
audible).

¢. Determine the meaning of technical words
and phrases used in a fext,

E06.B-V.4.1.2 Demonsirate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figurative language (simile,
metaphor, personification, and hyperbole) in
context.

b. Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole,
item/category, synonym/antonymy} to better
understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations
{associations)} of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., sfingy,
scrimping, ecaonomical, unwasleful, thriffy).

Reference:

CC.1.2.6.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative language in context.

CC.1.2.6.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

CC.1.2.6.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and {ools.

Pennsyfvama Department of Education . Engllsh Language Aurts, Grada GS—Page 11
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E0B.C.1.1 Write arguments to support claims § E06.C.1.1.1 Introduce claim(s) for the intended audience and
with clear reasons and relevant support the writer's purpose by organizing the
avidence. reasons and evidence.

F06.C.1.1.2 Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant
evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating
an understanding of the topic or text,

E06.C.1.1.3 Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the
relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

E06.C.1.1.4 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E06.C.1.1.5 Provide a concluding section that reinforces the
claims and reasons presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.6.H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.

CC.1.4.61 Use clear reasons and relevant evidence to support claims, using credible sources and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic.

CC.1.4.8.J Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s) and
reasons by using words, phrases, and clauses; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from
the argument presented.

CC.1.46.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

» Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
» Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

» Develop and maintain a consistent voice

= Establish and maintain a formal style.
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DESCRIPTOR  ELIGIBLE GONTENT

E06.C.1.2 Wite informative/explanatory E06.C.1.2.1 Introduce a topic for the intended audience;
texts to examine a topic and ) organize ideas, concepts, and information using
convey ideas, concepts, and strategies such as definition, classification,
information through the selection, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to support the
organization, and analysis of writer's purpose.

relevant content.

E06.C.1.2.2 Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples.

E06.C.1.2.3 Use appropriate transitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.

E06.C.1.24 Use precise language and demain-specific
: vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E06.C.1.2.5 Establish and maintain a formatl style.

E(06.C.1.2.6 Provide a concluding section that follows from the
information or explanation presented.

Reference:

CC.14.6.B Ildentify and introduce the topic for the intended audience.

CC.1.4.6.C Develop and analyze the topic'v;rith relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.6.0 Organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification,
comparisonfcontrast, and causefsffect, use appropriate transitions to clatify the relationships among ideas
and concepts; provide a concluding statement or section; inciude formatting when useful to aiding
comprehension.

CC.1.4.6.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the fopic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E06.C.1.3 WWrite narratives to develop real or § £06.C.1.3.1 Engage and orient the reader by establishing a

imagined experiences or events context and point of view and introducing a narrator
using effective techniques, and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
relevant descriptive details, and unfolds naturally and logically to support the writer's
well-structured event sequences. purpose.

E06.C.1.3.2 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,
and description, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.

E06.C.1.3.3 Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and
clauses to convey sequence and to signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another.

E06.C.1.3.4 Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive
details, and sensory language to convey
experiences and events.

E06.C.1.3.5 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated
experiences or events.

Reference:

CC.1.48.N Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters.

CC.1.46.0 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences, events, andfor
characters; use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey
experiences and events.

CC.1.4.6.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically, using a variety of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setling to another: provide a
conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences and events.

CC.1.4.6.Q0 Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.

= Vary sentence patterns for meaning, readerflistener interest, and style.
+ Use precise language. .
¢ Develop and maintain a consistent voice,

Pennsylvania Department of Education English Language Arts, Grade 06—Page 14
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DESGRIPTOR

E06.D.1.1 Demonstrate command of the EQ6.D.111
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage.
E06.D.1.1.2
E06.D0.1.1.3
E06.D.1.1.4
E06.D.1.1.5
E06.D.1.1.6
E06.D.1.1.7
E06.D.1.1.8

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 06

EL!GIBLE CONTENT

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case {i.e.,
subjective, objective, and possessive).

Use intensive pronouns {e.g., myself, ourselves).

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person.*

Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones
with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
tense.*

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on
sentences.*

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., fo,
foo, two; there, their, they're).*

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreament.*

Reference:

Asterisk (*} indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.46.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.6.L Democnstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.6.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard £nglish grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsyfvama Depan‘ment of Education
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DESCRIPTOR

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E06.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the E06.D.1.21 Use punctuation (e.g., commas, parentheses,
conventions of standard English dashes) fo set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical
capitalization, punctuation, and elements.*
spelling. ‘ :

E06.D.1.2.2 Spell correctly.
E06.D.1.2.3 Use punctuation to separate items in a series.*

Reference:

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous‘grades.

CC.1.46.F Démonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard Ehglish grammar, usage, |
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.6.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1486.R Demonstrate a gradé—appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsylvanla Depariment of Education
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B s et Sy S E 3 ;
DESCRIPTOR ELlGIBLE CONTENT
E06.D.2.1 Use knowtledge of language and E06.D.2.1.1 Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener
its conventions. interest, and style.*

E06.D.2.1.2 Maintain consistency in style and tone.*

E06.0.2.1.3 Choose words and phrases to convey ideas
precisely.*

E06.D.21.4 Choose punctuation for effect.”

E06.D.2.1.5 Choose words and phrases for effect.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.46.E Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and demain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the fopic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.6.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspecls of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the {opic.
+ Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

« Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

« Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.6.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.

« Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.
+ Use precise language.
¢ Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

-CC.1.4.6.J) Use technology, including the Infernet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skilis to fype a minimum of three pages in a
single sitting.

Pennsyfvanfa Deparfment of Educat:on Engl[sh Language Aris Grade DG—Page 17
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DESCRIPTOR

E06.E.1.1 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and/or
research.

E06.E.1.1.1

E06.E.1.1.2

E06.E.1.1.3

E06.E1.1.4

E06.E.1.1.5

E06.E.1.1.6

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 06

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Intreduce text(s) for the intended audience, state an
opinion andfor topic, establish a situation, and create
an organizational structure in which ideas are
legicaily grouped to support the writer's purpose.

Develop the analysis using relevant evidence from
text(s} to support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences and demonstrating an understanding of
the text(s).

Use appropriate fransitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.

Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
and/or convey the experience and evenis.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

Provide a concluding section that follows from the
analysis presented.

Reference:

Eiigible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.6.B Identify and introduce the topic for the intended audience.

CC.1.46.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples; include graphics and muitimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.46.D Organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and causefeffect; use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships amony ideas
and concepts; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when useful to aiding

comprehension.

CC.1.4.6.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.
+ Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

CC.1.4.6.H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.

Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.
Develop and maintain a consistent voice.
Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.461 Use clearreasons and relevant evidence to support claims, using credible sources and demonstrating an

understanding of the topic.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education
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HE T A A e LA

"CC.1.46.d Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s) and
reasons by using words, phrases, and clauses provide a conciuding statement or section that follows from
the argument presented.

CC.1.4.6.K Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

+ Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
» Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

s Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

» Establish and maintain a formai style.

CC.1.46.5 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying
grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Pennsyfvama Deparfment of Educatmn Engllsh Language Aﬁs Grade 06—Page 19
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E}pe:msyiiania . ‘ Enghsh Language Arts Grade 07

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling syster that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessiment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across the
PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the [abeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into eight Reporting Categories. The Reporting Categories for
Grade 7 are listed below.

o A = Literature Text
B = Informational Text

o A-K and B-K = Key Ideas and Details
o A-C and B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
o A-V and B-V = Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
o C= Writing
o D =Language
o E="Text-Dep endent Analysis
Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it,

Anrchor Descriptor
Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor
adds a level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements umﬁed under and

~ aligned to it.

Eligible Content
The columa to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference
In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an arca that provides additional details about the
Eligible Content.

Pennsyfvanla Depadmentof Educatfon _ Eng!lsh Language Aﬂs Grad e OT—Page 2
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Dual Reporting in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each beiong in two Reporting Céltcgories: one based on genre
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 07

E07.A-K.1.1

DESCRIPTOR

Bemonsirate understanding of
key ideas and details in
literature.

E07.A-K.1.11

E07.A-K.1.1.2

E07.A-K1.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT
Cite several pieces of {extual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as

-inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations

drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze how particular elements of a story, drama,
or poem interact (e.g., how the setting shapes the
characters or plot).

Reference:

CC.1.3.7.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over thé course of the text; provide
an objective summary of the text.

CC.1.3.7.B Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences, conclusions, andfor generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.3.7.C Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact and how setting shapes the characters or plot.

Pennsy!vama Deparrment of Educahon
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Engllsh Language Arts Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR

E07.A-C.21  Demonstrate understanding of
craft and structure in literalure.

EQ7.A-C.2.11

E07.A-C.2.1.2

E07.A-C.2.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT
Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the

points of view of different characters or narrators in
atext.

Analyze how a drama'’s or poem'’s form or structure
{e.g., solilequy, sonnet) contributes to ifs meaning.

Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, including figurative and
connotative meanings, in a text; analyze the impact
of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g.,
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem
or section of a story or drama.

Reference:

CC.1.3.7.0 Determine an author's purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in a text.

CC.1.3.7.E Analyze how the structure of a text contributes to the development of theme, setting, and plot.

CC.1.3.7.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative, connotative meanings.

Pennsyfvanfa Departmenf of Educat:on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR | ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E07.A-C.3.1  Demonstrate understanding of E07.A-C3.1.1 Compare.and confrast a fictional portrayal of a
connections within, between, time, place, or character and a historical account of
andfor among texts. the same period as a means of understanding how

authors of fiction use or alter history.

Reference:

CC.1.3.7.H Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same
period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.

Pennsyfvanfa Department of Educahon Engltsh Language Arts Grade 07——Page 6
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DESCRIPTOR ‘ ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E07.A-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of E07.AV.4.11 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative mutltiple-meaning words and phrases based on
language in literature. grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context {e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., befligerent,
bellicose, rebef).

E07.A-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.q., literary and
mythological allusions) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular
words {e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to
better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined,
respeciful, polite, diplomalic,
condescending).

Reference:

CC.1.3.7.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative, connotative meanings.

CC.1.3.7.1 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

CC.1.3.7.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase imporant to comprehension or
expression,

Pennsytvama Depar(ment of Education Engllsh Language Ads Grad e O?—Page 7
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent Final-—April 2014




ST Fa B an sy et emn e

Eg’ﬂe"ﬂsf‘“"“ﬂ Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 07

_EO7.B Informational Text " Reporting Category

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E07.B-K.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of E07.B-K.1.1.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
key ideas and details in ' analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as’
informational texts, inferences, coneclusions, andfor generalizalions

drawn from the text.

E07.B-K.1.1.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

E07.B-K.1.1.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas
influence individuals or events, how individuals
influence ideas or events).

Reference:

CC.1.2.7.A Determine twd or more central ideas in a text and ana[yze their development over the course of the text;
provide an objective summary of the text.

GC.1.2.7.B Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.2.7.C Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text.

Pennsy.fvama Departmenf of Educatron Engl[sh Language Arls. Grade OTgPage 8
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Reportmg Catego

DESCRIPTOR S o ELIGIBLE CONTENT |

E07.B-C.21  Demonstrate understanding of E07.B-C.2.1.1 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a
craft and structure in text and analyze how the author distinguishes his
informational texts. or her position from that of others.

E07.B-C.2.1.2  Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a
text, including how major sections and text features
contribute to the whole and to the development of
the ideas.

E07.B-C.2.1.3 Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, including figurative, connotative,
or technical meanings, in a text; analyze the impact

- of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

Reference:

CC.1.2.7.D Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author disfinguishes his or her
position from that of others.

CC.1.2.7.E Analyze the structure of the text through evaluation of the author’s use of graphics, charts, and the major
sections of the text.

CC.1.27F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, inciuding
interpretation of figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

Pennsytvama Depariment of Education Enghsh Lar;guage Arts, Grade OYNPage 9
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DESCRIPTOR

E07.B-C.3.1  Demonstrate understanding of
connections within, between,
and/or among informational
texts.

E07.B-C.3.11

E07.B-C.3.1.2

Engllsh Language Arts Grade 07

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient
to support the claims.

Analyze how two or more authors writing about the
same topic shape their presentations of key
information by emphasizing different evidence or
advancing different interpretations of facts.

Reference:

CC.1.2.7.H Evaluate an author's argument, reasoning, and specific claims for the soundness of the argument and the

relevance of the evidence.

CC.1.2.7.1  Analyze how two or more authors present and interpret facts on the same topic.

Pennsyivama Depan‘ment of Educatfon
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E07.B-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of § E07.B-V.4.1.1  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
{anguage in informational texts. grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph, a word's posilion or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.q., belfigerent,
bellicose, rebel).

¢. Determine the meaning of technical words
and phrases used in a text.

EQ07.B-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative fanguage,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary and
mythological allusions) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular
words {e.g., synonym/antonym, analegy) to
better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined,
respeciful, polite, diplomatic,
condescending).

Reference:

CC.1.2.7.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including
interpretation of figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

CC.1.2.7.J Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

CC.1.2.7.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based-on grade-
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

S22 N T Y SR A
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DESCRIPTOR ) ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E07.C.11 Write arguments to support claims f E07.C.1.1.1 Introduce claim{s) for the intended audience,
with clear reasons and relevant acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and
evidence. support the writer's purpose by logically organizing

the reasons and evidence,

E07.C.1.1.2 Support claim(s} with logical reasoning and relevant
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text,

EQ07.C1.1.3 Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion
and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.

EQ07.C.1.1.4 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E07.C.1.1.5 Provide a concluding section that reinforces the
claims and reasons presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.7.H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.

CC.1.4.7.1 Acknowiedge alternate or opposing claims and support claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence,
using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic.

CC.1.4.7J Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s) and
reasons by using words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion; provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument presented.

CC.1.4.7.K Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary o inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E07.C.1.2 Write informative/explanatory E07.C.1.21 Introduce a topic for the intended audience and
texts to examine a topic and preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts,
convey ideas, concepts, and and information using strategies such as definition,
information through the selection, ~classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect to
organization, and analysis of support the writer's purpose.

relevant content.

E07.C.1.2.2 Develop the topic with relevant facls, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples.

E07.C.1.2.3 Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

E07.C.1.24 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or exptain the topic.

E07.C.1.2.5 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E07.C.1.2.6 Provide a concluding section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.7B Identify and introduce the tapic clearly, including a preview of what is to follow.

CC.1.4.7.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.47.0 Organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/feffect; use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when
useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.7.E Write with an awareness of the sti,'listic aspects of composition.

« Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inferm about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E07.C.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or § E07.C.1.3.1 Engage and orient the reader by establishing a
*  imagined experiences or events context and point of view and introducing a narrator
using effective techniques, andfor characters; organize an event sequence that
relevant descriptive details, and unfolds naturally and logically to support the writer's
well-structured event sequences. purpose.

E07.C.1.3.2 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,
and description, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.

E07.C.1.3.3 Use a variely of transitional words, phrases, and
- clauses to convey sequence and to signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another.

E07.C1.34 Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive
details, and sensory language to capture the action
and convey experiences and events,

E07.C.1.3.5 Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects
on the narrated experiences or events.

Reference:

CC.1.4.7.N Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator andfor
characters.

CC.1.4.7.0 Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences, events, and/or
characters; use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture
the action and convey experiences and events.

CC.1.47P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically, using a variety of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence and to signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another; provide a
conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences and events.

CC.1.4.7.Q Write with an awareness of the slylistic aépects of writing.

+ Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating
wordiness and redundancy.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.
Use precise language.

] Develop and mamtam a conSIstent vcuce
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DESCR[PTOR

EG7.D.1.1 Demonstrate command of the E07.D.1.1.1
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage,

E07.D.1.1.2

E07.0.1.1.3

E07.D.1.1.4

E07.D1.1.5

E07.D.1.1.6

E07.D.11.7

E07.D.1.1.8

E07.D.1.1.9

Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 07

EOTDLanguage - - _ 7 -' ) _ -_ ) _- Réportmg Categog

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain the function of phrases and clauses in
general and their function in specific sentences.

Choose among simple, compound, complex, and
compound-complex sentences to signal differing
relationships among ideas.

Place phrases and clauses within a sentence,
recognizing and correcting misptaced and dangling
modifters.*

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person.*

Recognize and cofrect vague pronouns {i.e., ones
with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*

. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifis in verh

tense.*

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on
sentences.*

Correcily use frequently confused words (e.g., fo,
foo, two; there, their, they're).*

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement.*

Reference:

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.7.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling,

CC.1.4.7.1. Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.7.R - Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English-grammar,-usage; - = -+ 1= oo -

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsylvama Deparfmenf of Educat.'on
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EO7DLlanguage _Reporting Category

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E07.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the E07.D.1.2.1 Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives
conventions of standard English {e.g., It was a fascinaling, enjoyable movie but not
capitaiization, punctuation, and He wore an old[] green shirf).

spelling.
E07.D.1.2.2 Spell correctly.

E07.D.1.2.3 Use punctuation {commas, parentheses, and
dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical
elemenis.*

E07.D.1.24 Use punctuation to separate items in a series.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades,

CC.1.4.7.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.7.. Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.7.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capltallzatlon punctuation, and speliing.
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DESCRIPTOR | | ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E07.D.2.1 Use knowledge of language and E07.D.211 Choose language that expresses ideas precisely
its conventions. and cencisely, recognizing and eliminating
wordiness and redundancy.*

E07.D.2.1.2 Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener
interest, and style.*

E07.D.2.1.3 Maintain consistency in style and tone.*
E07.D.21.4 Checose punctuation for effect.*

E07.D.2.1.5 Choose words and phrases for effect.”

Reference:
Asterisk (*} indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.
Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.14.7.E Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

> o & »

+

CC.1.4.7.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities..

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formaf style.

CC.1.4.7.Q3 Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.

+ Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating
wordiness and redundancy.

« Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.
Use precise language.
Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Pennsyfvan.fa Deparfmentof Educ:afron Enghsh Language Aris Grade 07—Page 17
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Engllsh Language Arts, Grade 07

Rertmg Cteo

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E07.E11 Draw evidence from literary or E07.E.1.1.1 Introduce text(s) for the intended audience, state an
informationat texts to support . opinion andfor topic, establish a situation, and create
analysis, reflection, and/or an organizational structure in which ideas are
research. logically grouped to support the writer's purpose.

E07.E.1.1.2 Develop the analysis using relevant evidence from
text(s) to support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences and demonstrating an understanding of
the fext(s).

E07.E.1.1.3 Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

E07.E1.14 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
andfor convey the experience and events,

E07.E11.5 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E07.E.1.1.6 Provide a concluding section that follows from and
supports the analysis presented.

Reference:
Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.47.B Identify and introduce the topic clearly, including a preview of what is to follow.

CC.1.4.7.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.7.D Organize ideas, concepts, and information using strategies such as definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts; provide a concluding statement or section; include formatting when
useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.7.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabuiary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.7.H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.

Pennsylvanla Deparfmenf of Educaﬂon Enghsh Language Aﬂs Grade OT—Page 18
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7 Reportmg Catégory

S~ =T T ;- paceos =

CC.1.4.71 Acknowledge alternate or oppbsing claims and support claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence,
using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the fopic.

CC.1.4.7.J Organize the claim(s} with clear reasons and evidence; clarify refationships among claim(s) and reasons by
using words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion; provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from and supports the argument presented.

CC.1.4.7.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities,

Develop and maintain a consistent voice.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.7.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying
grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.
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GEET‘EE’,.‘?’.?’}.‘? English Language Arts, Grade 08

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first
by Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, then by Anchor Descriptor, and finally, at the greatest
level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across the-
PSSA.

Here is a description of each Iével in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporting Category

The Assessment Anchors are organized into eight Reporting Categories. The Reporting Categories for
Grade 8 are listed below. '

o A= Literature Text
B = Informational Text
A-K and B-K = Key Ideas and Details
A-C and B-C = Craft and Structure/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
A-V and B-V = Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
C = Writing
D =Language
o E=Text-Dependent Analysis
Assessment Anchor

0O 0 0 0 C o0

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content
of the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

Anchor Descriptor

Below each Assessment Anchor are one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptdr
adds a level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is
part of an Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and
aligned to it. :

Eligible Content

The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements, The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA., This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the
PSSA.

Reference
In the space below the Assessment Anchor table is an area that provides additional details about the .
Eligible Content.
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Dual Reporting in Reading

The Eligible Content codes in Reading each belong in two Reporting Categories: one based on genre
and one based on skills. The matrix below shows this alignment.

and Deta 0 edage and tgead

AK111 A-C2.1.1
AK112 A-C.2.1.2
AK113 A-C2.13
e ] W ER _

B-K.1.1.1 B-C.2.1.1 B-V.4.1.1

B-K.1.1.2 B-C.2.1.2 B-V.4.1.2
ormational Te B-K.1.1.3 B-C.2.1.3 '
' 8-C.3.1.1
B-C.3.1.2
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E08.A-K.1.1

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Demonstrate understanding of E08.A-K.1.1.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly

key ideas and details in supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly
literature. as well as inferences, conclusions, andfor
generalizations drawn from the text.

EN8.A-K.1.1.2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
: analyze its development over the course of the
text, including its refationship to the characters,
setting, and piot; provide an objective summary of
the text.

E0B.A-K1.1.3  Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or
incidents in a story, drama, or poem propel the
action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a
decision.

Reference:

CC.1.3.8A
CC.1.3.88

CC.1.3.8.C

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

Cite the fextual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences, conclusions, and/or generalizations drawn from the text. :

Analyze how particuiar lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of
a character, or provoke a decision.

Pennsylvania Department of Education English Language Arts, Grade 08-Page 4
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E08.A-C.21  Demonstrate understanding of E08.A-C.2.1.1  Analyze how differences in the points of view of the

craft and structure in literature. characters and the audience or reader (e.g.,
cregted through the use of dramatic irony) create
such effects as suspense or humor.

E08.A-C.2.1.2  Compare and contrast the structure of two or more
texts, and analyze how the differing structure of
each ext contributes to its meaning and style.

E08.A-C.2.1.3  Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, including figurative and
connetative meanings, in a text; analyze the impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including anaiogies or allusions to other texts.

Reference:

CC.1.3.8.D0 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. -

CC.1.3.8.E Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text
contributes to its meaning and style.

CC.1.3.8.F Analyze the influence of the words and phrases in a text including figurative and connotative meanings and
how they shape meaning and tone.

Pennsylvania Department of Education £nglish Language Arts, Grade 08—Page §
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.A-C.31  Demonstrate understanding of E08.A-C.3.1.1  Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on
connections within, hetween, themes, patierns of events, or character types from
andfor among texis. myths and traditional stories, including describing

how the material is rendered new.

Note: “§tories‘ means narration of events told
through the text types of stories, dramas, or
poems.

Reference:

CC.1.3.8.H Analyze how a medern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
traditional works, including describing how the material is rendered new.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.A-V.41  Demonstrate understanding of J§ E08.A-V.4.1.1  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
tanguage in literature. 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

a. Use context (8.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph, a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a clue fo the
meaning of a werd or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede,
sacede).

E08.A-V4.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. |Interpret figures of speech {e.g., verbal
frony, puns) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular
words to better understand each of the
words. :

¢. Distinguish among the connotations
{associations} of words with similar
denotations {definitions) (e.q., buftheaded,
willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

Reference:

CC.1.3.8.F Analyze the influence of the words and phrases in a text including figurative and connotative meanings, and

CC.1.3.8l

how they shape meaning and tone,

. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-

level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.

CC.1.3.8.0 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or

Pennsylvania Depariment of Educalion

expression.
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E08.B Informational Text ____———______Roporfing Gategory

DESCRIPTOR

E08.B-K.1.1  Demonstrate understanding of
key ideas and details in
informational texts.

E08.B-K.1.1.1

E08.B-K.1.1.2

E08.B-K.1.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly
suipporis an analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences, conclusions, and/or
generalizations drawn from the text.

Determine a central Idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an
objective summary of the text.

Analyze how a text makes connections among and
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
{e.g., through comparisons, analogies, categories).

Reference:

CC.1.2.8.A Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, inciuding its
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

CC.1.2.8.B Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences, conclusions, and/cr generalizations drawn from the text.

CC.1.2.8.C Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligibie Confent

English Language Arts, Grade 08--Page 8
Final—April 2014




ih; peansylvania

English Language Arts, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.B-C.2.1  Demonstrate understanding of E08.B-C.2.1.1 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a
craft and structure in text and analyze how the author acknowledges
informational texis. and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

E08.B-C.2.1.2  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific
paragraph in a text, including the rote of particular
sentences in developing and refining a key
concept.

E08.B-C.2.1.3  Determine how the author uses the meaning of
words or phrases, inciuding figurative, connotative,
or technical meanings, in a text; analyze the impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions {o other texts.

Reference:

CC.1.2.8.0 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

CC.1.2.8.E Analyze the structure of the text through evaluation of the author’s use of specific sentences and paragraphs
to develop and refine a concept.

CC.1.2.8.F Analyze the influence of the words and phrases in a text inciuding figurative, connotative, and technical
meanings, and how they shape meaning and tone.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.B-C.3.1 Demonstrate understanding of E08.B-C.3.11 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific
connections within, between, claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
and/or among informational is sound and the evidence is relevant and
fexts. sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

E08.B-C.3.1.2  Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide
conflicting information on the same topic, and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact
or inferpretation.

Reference:

CC.1.2.8H Evaluate an author's arguments, reasoning, and specific claims for the soundness of the arguments and the
relevance of the evidence.

CC.1.2.8.1 Analyze two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

English Language Arts, Grade 08—Page 10
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.B-V.41  DPemonstrate understanding of E08.B-V4.11 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
vocabulary and figurative multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
language in informational texts. 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a

range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph, a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word {e.g., preceds, recede,
secede).

c. Determine the meaning of technical words -
and phrases used in a text,

E08.B-V.41.2 Demonstrate understanding of figurative fanguage,
"~ word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verhal
irony, puns) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular
words to better understand each of the
words.

¢. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bultheaded,
willful, firm, persistent, resolute). :

Reference:

CC.1.2.8.F Analyze the influence of the words and phrases in a text including figurative, connotafive, and technical
meanings, and how they shape meaning and tone.

CC.1.2.8.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

CC.1.2.8.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade- -
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E08.C1.1 Write arguments to support claims | E08.C.1.1.1 Introduce ¢laim(s) for the intended audience,
with clear reasons and relevant acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from
avidence. alternate or opposing claims, and support the
writer's purpose by logically organizing reasons and
evidence.

-E08.C.1.1.2 Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

E08.C.1.1.3 Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence,

E08.C.1.1.4 Estabiish and maintain a formal style.

E08.C.1.1.5 Provide a concluding section that reinforces the
claims and reasons presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.8H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.

CC.1.4.8.1 Acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims and support claim with Iogicail
reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of
the topic.

CC.1.4.8.J Organize the claim{s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence by using words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion; provide a
concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

CC.1.4.8.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the toplc
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Create tone and voice through precise language.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

* & & @
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English Language Arts, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E(8.C.1.2 Wiite informative/explanatory E08.C.1.241 Introduce a topic for the intended audience and
texts to examine a topic and preview what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts,
convey ideas, concepls, and and information using strategies such as definition,
information through the selection, classification, comparefcontrast, and cause/effect to
organization, and analysis of support the writer's purpose.

relevant content,

E08.C.1.2.2 Develop the topic with relevant, weil-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.

E08.C.1.2.3 Use appropriate and varied transitions to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.

E08.C.1.2.4 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

E08.C.1.2.56 Establish and maintain a formal style,

E08.C.1.26 Provide a concluding section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation presented.

Reference:

CC.1.4.8.B |dentify and introduce the topic clearly, including a preview of what is to follow.

CC.1.4.8.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts; definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples; include graphics and muitimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.8.D Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; use appropriate and varied transitions to
create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts; provide a conciuding statement or
section; include formatling when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.8.E Write with an awarensss of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Create tone and voice through precise language.

Establish and maintain a formal style,

* & & »
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E08.C.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or | E08.C.1.3.1 Engage and orient the reader by establishing a
imagined experiences or events . context and point of view and introducing a narrator
using effective techniques, and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
relevant descriptive details, and unfolds naturally and logicaily to suppoit the writer's
weli-structured event sequences, purpose. ‘

E08.C.1.3.2 Use narrative technigues, such as dialogue, pacing,
description, and refleclion, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.

E08.C.1.3.3 Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and
clauses to convey sequence, o signal shifts from
one time frame or setting o another, and to show
the relationships among experiences and events.

E08.C.1.34 Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive
details, and sensory fanguage to capture the action
and convey experiences and events.

E08.C.1.3.5 Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects
on the narrated experiences or events.

Reference:

CC.1.4.8.N Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or
characters.

CC.1.4.8.0 Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, and pacing, to develop experiences,
events, andfor characters; use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

CC.1.4.8.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and loglcally using a variely of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence, signal shiffs from one time frame or setting to another, and show the
relationships among experiences and events; provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the
narrated experiences or events.

CC.1.4.8.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.

¢ Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve
particular effects,
» Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.
-« - Create tone and voice through precise language.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.D.1.1 Demonstrate command of the E08.D.1.1.1 Explain the function of verbals {i.e., gerunds,
conventions of standard English participles, and infinitives) in general and their
grammar and usage. function in particular sentences.

E08.D.1.1.2 Form and use verbs in the active and passive volce.

E08.D.1.1.3 Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative,
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood,

E08.D.1.1.4 Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
voice and mood.*

E08.D.1.1.5 Place phrases and clauses within a sentence,
recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling
modiffers.*

E08.D.1.1.6 Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person.®

E08.D.1.1.7 Recognize and correct vague pronouns {i.e., ones
with unclear or ambiguous antecedenis).*

E08.D.1.1.8 Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb
tense.*

E08.D.1.1.9 Produce complete sentences, recognizing and
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-on
sentences.*

E08.D.1.1.10  Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., fo,
too, two, there, their, they're).* )

E08.D.1.1.11  Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement.*

Reference:

Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.
_Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades,

CC.1.4.8.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

-CC.1.4.8.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.8.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsylvania Department of Edtcation English Language Arts, Grade 08—Page 15
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014




Y- -i?ennsylvania

English Language Arts, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR _ ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.D.1.2 Demonstrate command of the E08.D.1.2.1 Use punctuation (i.e., comma, ellipsis, and dash} to
conventions of standard English indicate a pause or break.
capitalization, punctuation, and
speiling. E08.D.1.22  Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

E03.D.1.2.3 Spell correcty.

E08.D.1.2.4 Use punctuation (i.e., commas, parentheses, and
dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical
elements.*

E08.D.1.2.5 Use punctuation to separate items in a series.*

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades.
Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.8.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.8.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

CC.1.4.8R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Pennsylvanfa Depariment of Educalion English Language Arls, Grade 08—Page 16
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GES.‘?R.‘,!.‘Y..%E'.'.& Enghsh Language Arts, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

E08.D,2.1 Use knowledge of language and E08.D.2.1.1 Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the

its conventions. : conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve
patticular effects {e.g., emphasizing the actor or the
action, expressing uncertainty, or describing a state
contrary to fact).

E08.D.2.1.2 Choose language that expresses ideas precisely
and concisely, recognizing and eliminating
wordiness and redundancy.*

E08.D.2.1.3 Vary sentence patterns for meaning, readerllrstener
interest, and style.*

E08.D.2.1.4 Maintain consistency in style and tone.*
E08.D.21.5 Choose punctuation for effect.”

E08.D.2.1.6 Choose words and phrases for effect.

Reference:
Asterisk (*) indicates that the particular Eligible Content appears in all succeeding grades,
Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed In previous grades.

CC.1.4.8.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

+ Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
¢+ Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

s Create tone and voice through precise language.

¢ Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.8.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

« Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
+ Use sentances of varying lengths and complexities.

» Create tone and voice through precise language.

s Establish and maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.8.Q Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of wiiting.

» Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditicnal and subjunctive mood to achieve
particular effacts.

+ Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

-»  Create tone and voice through precise language.

Pemnnsyivania Depariment of Education English Language Asts, Grade 08—Page 17
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1 ( English Language Arts, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
E08.E.1.1 Draw evidence from literary or E08.E.1.1.1 Introduce text(s) for the intended audlence, state an
informational texts to support opinion and/or topic, establish a situation, and create
analysis, reflection, and/or an organizational structurs in which ideas are
research. logically grouped to support the writer's purpose.

E08.E.1.1.2 Develop the analysis using relevant evidence from
texd(s) to support claims, opinions, ideas, and
inferences and demonstrating an understanding of
the text(s).

E08.E.1.1.3 Use appropriate and varied transitions to create
cohesion and ciarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.

E0B.E1.1.4 Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
and/or convey the experience and events.

E0B8.E1.1.5 Establish and maintain a formal style.

E0B8.E1.1.6 Provide a concluding section that foltows from and
supports the analysis presented.

Reference:

Eligible Content includes skills and understandings assessed in previous grades.

CC.1.4.7.B ldentify and introduce the topic clearly, including a preview of what is to follow.

CC.1.4.8.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

CC.1.4.8.D0 Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; use appropriate and varied transitions to
create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts; provide a concluding statement or
section; include formatting when usefu! to aiding comprehension.

CC.14.8.E Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise ianguage and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Create tone and voice through precise language.

Establish and.maintain a formal style.

CC.1.4.8.H Infroduce and state an opinion onh a fopic.

Pennsylvania Department of Educalion English Language Arts, Grade 08—Page 18
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QEEDH\%!}P.E‘,: English Language Arts, Grade 08

CC.1.4.8.1 Acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims and support claim with logical
reasohing and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of
the topic. :

CC.1.4.8.) Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s},
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence by using words, phrases, and clauses fo create cohesion; provide a
concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

CC.1.4.8.K Wirite with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Use sentences of varying lengths and complexities.

Create tone and voice through precise language.

Establish and maintain a format style,

* & & »

CC.1.4.8.8 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, applying
grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.

Pannsyivania Department of Education English Language Arts, Grade 08—Page 19
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Mathematics Grade 03

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling syster that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across

the PSSA.
Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:
Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A= Numbers and Operations o C=Geometry
o B= Algebraic Concepts o D =Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categories for each grade level. The first letter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letter represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for

Mathematics. Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 3.
o A-T=Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
o A-F=Numbers and Operations—Fractions
o B-0O = Operations and Algebraic Thinking
o C-G = Geometry _
o D-M = Measurement and Data

The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domain in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each

page.
Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of
the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor

Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.
Anchor Descriptor

Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a
level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and aligned to it.

Eligible Content

The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.

Note: All Grade 3 Eligible Content statements are considered Non-Calculator.
Reference

‘In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvania Core

Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements.

Pennsyfvanfa Depan‘menr of Educat:on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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MO3.A-TA1  Apply place-value strategies to
solve problems.

allicunderstanding an
DESCRIPTOR

%!

BIOREH

M03.A-T.1.1.1

MO3.A-T.11.2

M03.A-T. 113

M03.A-T.1.14

Mathematlcs Grade 03

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Round two- and three-digit whole numbers to the
nearest ten or hundred, respeclively.

Add two- and three-digit

whole numbers (limit

sums from 100 through 1,000) and/for subtract
two- and three-digit numbers from three-digit

whole numbers.

Multiply one-digit whole numbers by two-digit
multiples of 10 {from 10 through 80).

Order a set of whole numbers from least to
greatest or greatest to least (up through 9,999, and
limit sets to no more than four numbers).

Reference:

€C.2.13.81

T

Apply place-value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Educalion

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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DESCRIPTOR

MO3.A-F11  Develop and apply number
theory concepts to compare
quantities and magnitudes of

fractions and whole numbers.

MO03.A-F.1.1.1

MO03.A-F.1.1.2

M03.A-F1.1.3

M03.A-F.1.1.4

MO03.A-F.1.1.5

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Demonstrate that when a whole or set is
partitioned info ¥ equal parts, the fraction 1/y
represents 1 part of the whole and/for the fraction
xly represents x equal parts of the whole (limit
denominators to 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8, limit numerators
to whole numbers less than the denominator; and
no simplification necessary).

Represent fractions on a number line (limit
denominators to 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8; limit numerators
to whole numbers less than the denominator; and
no simplification necessary).

Recognize and generate simple equivalent
fractions (limit the denominators to 1, 2, 3, 4, 6,
and 8 and limit numerators to whole numbers less
than the denominator).

Example 1: 1/2 = 2/4

Exampie 2; 4/6 = 2/3

Express whole numbers as fractions, and/or
generate fractions that are equivalent to whole
nuimbers (limit denominators to 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and
8).

Example 1: Express 3 in the form 3 = 3/1.
Example 2: Recognize that 6/1 = 6.

Compare two fractions with the same denominator
(limit denominators to 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8), using
the symbols >, =, or <, and/or justify the
conclusions.

Reference:

CC.213.C1 .
Explore and develop an understanding of fractions as numbers,

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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M penasyivents . Mathematlcs Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

V03.B-0.1.1  Understand various meanings of § M03.B-0.1.1.1 Interpret and/or describe products of whole
) -multipiication and division. numbers (up to and including 10 x 10).

Example 1: Inferpret 35 as the total number of
objects in 5 groups, each confaining 7 objects.

Example 2: Describe a context in which a tolal
number of obfects can be expressed as 5 % 7.

M03.B-0.1.1.2  Interpret andfor describe whole-number quotients
of whole numbers {limit dividends through 50 and
limit divisors and quotients through 10).

Example 1. Interpret 48 + 8 as the number of
objects in each share when 48 objecis are
partitioned equally into 8 shares, or as a number of
shares when 48 objects are pariitioned into equal
shares of 8 objects each.

Example 2: Describe a confext in which a number
of shares or a number of groups can be expressed
as 48+ 8.

Reference:

CC2.23.A1
Represent and solve problems involving muitiplication and division.

Pennsy!vama Departmentof Educatron Mathematics, Grade 03—Page 5
. Final—Aprit 2014
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MD3 Ooperatlons and Algebralc Thmkmg S —— '

DESCRIPTOR S | ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M03.B-0.1.2 Solve mathematical and reai- M03.B-0.1.2.1  Use multipfication (up to and including 10 x 10)
world problems using and/or division (limit dividends through 50 and limit
multiplication and division, divisors and quotients through 10) to solve word
including determining the problems in-situations involving equal groups,
missing number in a arrays, andfor measurement quantities.
;nqudg[;ilé?ftlon andfor division M03.B-0.1.2.2 Detfermine the unknown whele number in a

muitiplication (up to and including 10 = 10) or
division (limit dividends through 50 and limit
divisors and quotients through 10} equation
refating three whole numbers.,

Example: Determine the unknown number that
makes an equation frue.

Reference:

CC223A1 .
Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division.

Pennsyfvama Deparrmenr of Educafron Malhemahcs Grade 03—Page 8
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Yxé pepssylvents Mathemat[cs, Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M03.B-0.2.1  Use properties to simplify and M03.B-0.2.11  Apply the commutative property of multiplication
solve multiplication problems. (not identification or definition of the property).

M03.B-0.2.1.2  Apply the associative property of multiplication {not
identification or definition of the property).

Reference:

CC.2.23.A2

Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division.

Penns;dvama Departmenf of Educa!;on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014
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Mathematlcs Grade 03
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M03.B-0.2.2  Relate division to a missing- M03.B-0.2.2.1  Interpret and/or model division as a mutiplication
number multiplication equation. equation with an unknown factor.

Example: Find 32 + 8 by solving 8 x ? = 32,

Reference:

CC.2.23.A2
Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division.

Mathemahcs Grade OS—Page 8
Final—April 2014
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Mathematlcs Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR

M03.B-0.3.1 Use operations, patterns, and
estimation strategies to solve
problems {may include word
problems).

M03.B-0.3.1.1

V03.B-0.3.1.2

M03.B-0.3.1.2

M03.B-0.3.1.4

M03.B-0.3.1.5

M03.B-0.3.1.6

M03.B-0.3.1.7

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Solve two-step word problems using the four
operations (expressions are not explicitly stated).
Limit to problems with whole numbers and having
whole-number answers.

Represent two-step word problems using
equations with a symbol standing for the unknown
quantity. Limit to problems with whole numbers
and having whole-number answers.

Assess the reasonableness of answers. Limit
problems posed with whole numbers and having
whole-number answers.

Solve two-step equations using order of operations
{equation is explicitly stated with no grouping
symbols).

Identify arithmetic patterns {including patierns in
the addition table or multiplication table)} and/or
explain them using properties of operations.
Example 1: Observe that 4 times a number is
always even.

Example 2: Explain why 6 fimes a number can be
decomposed info three equal addends.

Create or match a story to a given combination of
symbols (+, —, X, + <, > and =) and numbers.

Identify the missing symbol {+, —, x, + <, >, and =)
that makes a number sentence true.

Reference:

CC.2.23.A4

Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns in arithmetic.

Pennsylvania Depan‘ment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Conlent
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v03.C-G.1.1

DESCRIPTOR

Analyze characteristics of
polygons.

M03.C-G.1.11

M03.C-G.1.1.2

M03.C-G.1.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Explain that shapes in different categories may
share attributes and that the shared attributes can
define a larger category.

Example 1: A rhombus and a rectangle are both
quadrilaterals since they both have exactly four
sides.

Example 2: A triangle and a pentagon are both
polygons since they are both mulfi-sided plane
figures, .

Recognize rhombi, rectangles, and squares as
examples of quadritaterals and/or draw examples
of quadritaterals that do not belong to any of these
subcategories.

Partition shapes into paris with equal areas.
Express the area of each part as a unit fraction of
the whole.

Example 1: Parliion a shape into 4 parts with
equal areas.

Example 2: Describe the area of each of 8 equal
parts as 1/8 of the area of the shape.

Reference:

CC.2.33.A1

Identify, compare, and classify shapes'and their attributes.

CC.2.3.3.A2

Use the understanding of fractions to partition shapes into parts with equal areas and express the area of each part as a
unit fraction of the whole.

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Conlent

Final—April 2014
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
Mo3.D-M.1.1  Determine or calculate time and § M03.D-M.1.1.1  Tell, show, and/or write time (analog) to the
elapsed time. nearest minute.

MO3.D-M.1.1.2 Calculate elapsed time to the minute in a given
situation (total elapsed time limited to 60 minutes
or less).

Reference:

CC.2.43.A2
Telf and write time to the nearest minute and solve problems by calculating time intervals.

Pennsy.fvama Depan‘mentof Educafion ’ Mathematics, Grade 03—Page 11
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DESCRIPTOR

M03.D-MA1.2  Use the attributes of liquid M03.D-M.1.2.1
volume, mass, and length of
objects.

M03.D-M.1.2.2

M03.D-M.1.2.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses
of objects using standard units (cups [c], pints [pt],
quarts [qt], gallons [gal], ounces {oz.]}, and

pounds [Ib]} and metric units (liters [}, grams {g],
and kilograms [kg]).

Add, subtract, muitiply, and divide to solve one-
step word problems involving masses or liquid
volumes that are given in the same units.

Use a ruler to measure lengths td the nearest
quarter inch or centimeter.

Reference:

CC.243.A1

Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of temperature, liquid volume, mass or length.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Educalion
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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Mathematlcs Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR

M03.0-M.1.3  Count, compare, and make
change using a collection of
coins and cne-dollar bills.

B

MOo3.D-M.1.3.1
M03.D-M.1.3.2

M03.D-M.1.3.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Compare total values of combinations of coins

{penny, nickel, dime, and quarter) and/or dollar
bills less than $5.00.

Make change for an amount up to $5.00 with no
more than $2.00 change given (penny, nickel,
dime, quarter, and dollar).

Round amounts of money to the nearest dollar.

Reference:

CC.2.43.A3

Solve problems and make change involving money using a combination of coins and bills.

Pennsyfvama Department of Educaffon
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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Mathematlcs Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M03.D-M.21  Organize, display, and answer M03.D-M.2.11  Complete a scaled pictograph and a scaled bar
questions based on dafa. graph to represent a data set with several

categories (scales limited to 1, 2, 5, and 10).

M03.D-M.21.2  Solve one- and two-step problems using
information to interpret data presented in scaled
pictographs and scaled bar graphs (scales limited

10 1,2,5,and 10).
Example 1: (One-step) “Which category is the
largest?”
Example 2: {Two-step) "How many more are in
category A than in category B?”

M03.D-M.2.1.3  Generate measurement data by measuring lengths
using rulers marked with halves and fourths of an
inch. Display the data by making a line plot, where
the horizontal scale is marked in appropriate
units—whole numbers, halves, or quarters.

MO03.D-M.2.1.4  Translate information from one type of display to
another. Limit to pictographs, taily charts, bar
graphs, and tables.

Example; Convert a tally chart to a bar graph.

Reference:

CC.2.43.A4
_Represent and interpret data using tally charts, tables, pictographs, line plots, and bar graphs.

Pennsyivama Departmenf of Educanon Mathematlcs Grade GS—Page 14
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DESCRIPTOR 7 ELIGlBLECONTENT

M03.D-M.3.1  Find the areas of plane figures. M03.D-M.3.1.1  Measure areas by counting unit squares
{square cm, square m, square in., square ft, and
non-standard square units).

MO03.D-M.3.1.2  Muitiply side lengths to find areas of rectangles with
whole-number side lengths in the context of solving
real-world and mathematical problems, and
represent whole-number products as rectangular
areas in mathematical reasoning.

Reference:

CC.2.43.A5
Determine the area of a rectangle and apply the concept to muitiplication and to addition.

Pennsylvama Deparfment of Educalion Malhemahcs Grade O?r—Page 15
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Mpennsylvaniar Mathematlcs Grade 03

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M03.D-M.4.1  Find and use the perimeters of M03.D-M.4.1.1  Solve reai-world and mathematical problems
: plane figures. involving perimeters of polygons, including finding

the perimeter given the side lengths, finding an
unknown side length, exhibiting rectangles with the
same perimeter and different areas, and exhibiting
rectangles with the same area and different
perimeters. Use the same units throughout the
problem.

Reference:

CC.243A8
Solve problems involving perimeters of polygons and distinguish between linear and area measures.

Pennsylvama Departmen! of Educat.von Malhemancs Grade 03—Page 16
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i"“}e pmsgm,ga Mathemattcs Grade 04

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across
the PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A =Numbers and Operations o C= Geometry
o B = Algebraic Concepts o D= Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categorics for each grade level. The first Ietter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letter represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for
Mathematics. Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 4.

o A-T =Numbers and Operations in Base Ten

o A-F =Numbers and Operations—Tractions

o B-O = Operations and Algebraic Thinking

o C-G = Geometry

o D-M=Measurement and Data
The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domain in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each
-page.

Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of

the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

-Anchor Descriptor
Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a

level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and aligned to it.

Eligible Content _
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements, The Eligible

Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.

Reference

In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvanla Core
Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements.

Pennsyfvania Depa.rtmenrof Educatfon ' Mathemallcs Grade D4—F‘age 2
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Ty N
‘i‘ 5 th’s,'i\ma &
1155

Mathematlcs Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR

M04.A-TA.1  Apply place-value and
numeration concepts to

compare, find equivalencies,

and round.

M04.A-T.1.1.1

MO4.A-T.1.1.2

M04.A-T.1.1.3

M04.A-T.1.1.4

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Demenstrate an understanding that in a muiti-digit
whole number {through 1,000,000}, a digit in one
place represents ten times what it represents in
the place to its right.

Example; Recognize that in the number 770, the 7
in the hundreds place is ten times the 7 in the lens
place.

Read and write whole numbers in expanded,
standard, and word form through 1,000,000.

Compare two multi-digit numbers through
1,000,000 based on meanings of the digits in each
place, using >, =, and < symbols.

Round multi-digit whole numbers (through
1,000,000) to any place.

Reference:

CC.2.148.1

Apply place-value concepts to show an understanding of multi-digit whole numbers,

Pennsﬂvama Depanment of Educatron
Assessment Anchers and Eligible Content

Mathematlcs Grade U4—Page 3
Final—April 2014




Mathematlcs Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M04.A-T.2.1  Use operations to solve MO4.A-T.211  Add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers (limit
problems, sums and subtrahends up to and including
1,000,000).

M04.A-T.21.2  Multiply a whole number of up to four digits by a
one-digit whole number and muitiply 2 two-digit
numbers.

M04.A-T.21.3  Divide up to four-digit dividends by one-digit
divisors with answers written as whole-number
quotients and remainders.

M04.A-T.21.4  Estimate the answer to addition, subtraction, and
multiplication problems using whole numbers
through six digits (for multiplication, no more than
2 digits x 1 digit, excluding powers of 10).

Reference:

CC.2.1.4.B.2
Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic.

Pennsylvama Deparrmenf of Eduoatron Malhemat:cs Grade M—Page 4

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent Final—April 2014




Mathemat[cs Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR © ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M04.A-F.1.1  Find equivalencies and compare § M04.A-F.1.1.1  Recognize and generate equivalent fractions.

fractions. MO4.A-F1.1.2 Compare two fractions with different numerators

and different denominators (denominators limited
to 2, 3,4, 5,6, 8, 10, 12, and 100) using the
symbols >, =, or < and justify the conclusions.

PR

Reference:

cC21i4.C1
Extend the understanding of fractions to show equivalence and ordering.

Pennsytvama Deparfmen! of Education ' Mathemahcs Grade 04~ﬁPage 5
Assessment Anchors and Efigible Confent Finat—April 2014
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
WM04.A-F.21  Solve problems invelving M04.A-F.211  Add and subtract fractions with a common
fractions and whole numbers denominator (denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
(straight computation or word 8, 10, 12, and 100; answers do not need to be
problems). simplified; and no improper fractions as the

final answer).

MO4.A-F.21.2  Decompose a fraction or a mixed numberintoa .
sum of fractions with the same denominator
(denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, and
100}, recording the decomposition by an equation.
Justify decompositions (e.g., by using a visual
fraction modei).
Example 1:3/8=1/8 + 1/8 + 1/8 OR 3/8=1/8+2/8

Example 2: 2 1/12=1+ 1+ 1/12=
12112+ 1212+ 1/12

M04.A-F.21.3  Add and subtract mixed numbers with a comron
denominator {denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
8, 10, 12, and 100; no regrouping with subtraction;
fractions do not need to be simplified; and no
improper fractions as the final answers).

M04.A-F.21.4  Solve word problems involving addition and
subtraction of fractions referring to the same whole
or set and having like denominators {denominators
limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 100).

M04.A-F.21.5  Multiply a whole number by a unit fraction
{denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 8, 10, 12, and
100 and final answers do not need to be
simplified or written as & mixed number).

Example; 5 x (1/4) = 5/4

M04.A-F.216  Muitiply a whole number by a non-unit fraction
(denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, and
100 and final answers do not need io be
simplified or written as a mixed number).

Example: 3 x (5/6} = 15/6
M04.A-F.21.7 - Solve word problems involving multiplication of a

whole number by a fraction (denominators limited
to 2, 3,4, 5,6, 8, 10, 12, and 100).

Reference:

CC.2.1.4.C.2 T
Build fractions from unit fractions by applying and extending previous understandings of operations on whole numbers.

Pennsyivania Department of Education
Assessmeni Anchors and Eligible Confent

Mathematics, Grade 04—Page 6
Final—Apsil 2014
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Mathematics Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR | ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M04.A-F.3.1 Use operations to solve M04.A-F.3.1.1 'Add two fractions with respective denominators 10
problems involving decimals, and 100.

including converting between Example: Express 3/10 as 30/100, and add

fractions and decimals {may 3/10 + 4/100 = 30/100 + 4/100 = 34/100.
include word problems).

M04.A-F.3.1.2 Use decimal notation for fractions with
denominators 10 or 100.

Example: Rewrite 0.62 as 62/100 and vice versa.

M04.A-F.3.1.3  Compare two decimals to hundredths using the
symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions.

Reference:

CC.2.1.4.63

Connect decimal notation to fractions, and compare decimal fractions (base 10 denominator, e.g., 19/100).

Pennsy}vama Department of Educatron Malhemaucs Grade 04—-Page 7
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—Apri{ 2014




M04.8-0.1.1

DESCRIPTOR
Use numbers and symbols to

model the concepts of
expressions and equations.

M04.B-0.1.1.1

M04.B-0.1.1.2

M04.B-0.1.1.3

M04.B-0.1.1.4

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Interpret a multiplication equation as a comparison.
Represent verbal statements of muitiplicative
comparisons as multiplication equations.

Example 1. Interpret 35 = 5 x 7 as a stalement that
35 is 5 limes as many as 7 and 7 times as many
as b

Example 2: Know that the statement 24 is 3 limes
as many as 8 can be represented by the equation
24=3x80or24=8x%3.

Multiply or divide to solve word problems involving
muitiplicative comparison, distinguishing
multiplicative comparison from additive
comparison.

Example: Know that 3 x 4 can be used to
represent that Student A has 4 objects and
Student B has 3 limes as many objects nof just
3 more objects.

Solve multi-step word problems posed with whole
numbers using the four operations. Answers wilt be
either whole numbers or have remainders that
must be interpreted yielding a final answer that is a
whole number. Represent these problems using
equations with a symbol or letter standing for the
unknown guantity.

Identify the missing symbol (+, —, ¥, +, =, <, and >)
that makes a number sentence true (single-digit
divisor only).

Reference:

CC.2.24.A.1

Represent and soive problems involving the four operations.

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Conlent

Mathematics, Grade 04—Page
Final—April 2014
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Mathemat{cs, Grade 04

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M04.B-0.2.1 Develop and apply number M04.B-0.2.1.1  Find all factor pairs for a whole number in the
theory concepts to represent interval 1 through 100. Recognize that a whole
numbers in various ways. number is a multiple of each of its factors.

Determine whether a given whole number in the
interval 1 through 100 is a multiple of a given one-
digit number. Determine whether a given whole
number in the interval 1 through 100 is prime or
composite.

e

Reference:

€C.2.2.4.A.2
Develop and/or apply number theory concepts to find factors and multiples.

Pennsﬁvama Department of Educatlon Mathema[lcs Grad e 04—Page 9
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014



DESCRIPTOR

M04.B-0.3.11

M04.B-0.3.1.2

M04.B-0.3.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Generate a number or shape pattern that follows a
given rule. ldentify apparent features of the paltern
that were not explicit in the ruie itself,

Example 1: Given the rule “add 3" and the starting
number 1, generate fermns in the resulting
sequence and observe that the terms alfermnate
befween odd and even numbers.

Example 2: Given the rufe “increase the number of
sides by 17 and starting with a triangle, observe
that the tops of the shapes allemale between a
side and a verfex,

Determine the missing elements in a function table
(limit to +, —, or x and to whole numbers or
money).

Determine the rule for a function given a table
{limit to +, —, or x and to whole numbers).

M04.B-0.3.1  Recognize, describe, extend,
create, and replicate a variety of
palterns,

Reference:

CC.22.4A4

Generate and analyze patterns using one rule.

Pennsylvania Department of Educalio

Assessment Anchors and Eligibie Content
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Mathematics, Grade 04

M04.C-G.1.1

'DESCRIPTOR

List properties, classify, draw,
and identify geometric figures in
two dimensions.

M04.C-G.1.1.1

M04.C-G.1.1.2

M04.C-G.1.1.3

ELIG[BLE CONTENT

Draw points, lines, line segments, rays, angles
(right, acute, and obtuse), and perpendicular
and parallel iines. ldentify these in two-
dimensional figures.

Classify two-dimensional figures based on the
presence or absence of parallel or perpendicular
lines or the presence or absence of angles of a
specified size. Recognize right triangles as a
category, and identify right triangles.

Recognize a line of symmetry for a two-
dimensicnal figure as a line across the figure such
that the figure can be folded along the line into
mirroring parts. Identify line-symmetric figures and
draw lines of symmetry {up to two lines of
symmetry).

Reference:

CC.23.4.A1

Draw lines and angles and identify these in two-dimensional figures.

CC.23.4.A2

Classify two-dimensional figures by properties of their lines and angles.

CC.2.3.4A3

Recognize symmetric shapes and draw lines of symmetry.

Pennsy!vama Depadment of Educatron
Assessment Anchors and Eligibie Content
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DESCRIPTOR

M04.D-M.1.1  Solve problems involving length
weight (mass), fiquid voluime,
time, area, and perimeter.

¥

M04.D-M.1.1.1

M04.D-M.1.1.2

M04.D-M.1.1.3

M04.D-M.1.14

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Know refative sizes of measurement units within
one system of units including standard units (in.,
ft, yvd, mi; oz., Ib; and c, pt, gt, gal}, metric units
(cm, m, km; g, kg; and ml,, L}, and time (sec, min,
hr, day, wk, mo, and yr). Within a single system of
measurement, express measurements in a larger
unit in terms of a smaller unit. A table of
equivalencies will be provided.

. Example 1: Know that 1 kg is 1,000 times as

heavyas 1g.
Example 2: Express the length of a 4-foot snake
as 48 in.

Use the four operations to sclve word problems
involving distances, intervals of time (such as
elapsed time), liquid volumes, masses of objects;
money, including problems involving simple
fractions or decimals; and problems that require
expressing measurements given in a larger unit in
terms of a smaller unit.

Apply the area and perimeter formulas faor
rectangles in real-world and mathematical
problems {(may include finding a missing side
length). Whole numbers only. The formulas will
be provided.

tdentify time (analog or digital) as the amount of
minutes before or after the hour.

Example 1. 2:50 is the same as 10 minufes before
3.00.

Example 2: Quarter past six is the same as 6:15.

Reference:

CC.2.4.4.A.1 )
Solve problems involving measurement and conversions from a larger unit to a smaller unit.

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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S¥Lank Mathematlcs Grade 04
MO4 D- M Measurement and Dta 7 Regrtn _
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 DESCRIPTOR © ELIGIBLECONTENT

M04.D-M.2.1  Organize, display, and answer M04.D-M.211  Make a line plot fo display a data set of
questions based on data. measurements in fractions of a unit (e.g., intervals

of 1/2, 1/4, or 1/8}.

M04.D-M.2.1.2  Solve problems involving addition and subtraction
of fractions by using information presented in line
plots (line plots must be labeled with common
denominators, such as 1/4, 2/4, 3/4).

M04.D-M.2.1.3  Translate information from one type of dispfay to
: another (table, chart, bar graph, or pictograph).

o o i :

Reference:

CC.24.4.A2
Translate information from one type of data display to another.

CC.244A4
Represent and interpret data involving fractions using information provided in a line plot.

Pennsyfvama Department of Educatlon Mathematics, Grade 04—Page 13
Final—April 2014
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'nemmlvaﬂig Mathematlcs Grade 04

DESCRIPTCOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M04.D-M.3.1  Use appropriate tools and units M04.5-M.3.1.1  Measure angles in whole-number degrees using a
to sketch an angle and protractor. With the aid of a protractor, skeich
determine angle measurements. angles of specified measure.

M04.D-M.3.1.2  Sclve addition and subtraction problems to find
unknown angles on a diagram in real-world and
mathematical problems. (Angles must be adjacent
and non-overlapping.)

Reference:

CC244A86 _
Measure angles and use properties of adjacent angles to solve problems.

Pennsyivama Depariment of Educ:atfon Mathematics, Grade 04—Page 14
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kg peansylvania Mathematlcs, Grade 05

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across
the PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A =Numbers and Operations o C=Geometry
o B = Algebraic Concepts o D= Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categories for each grade level. The first letter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letier represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for
Mathematics, Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 5.

o -A-T =Numbers and Operations in Base Ten

o A-F =Numbers and Operations—Fractions

o B-0 = Operations and Algebraic Thinking

o C-G = Geometry

o D-M = Measurement and Data

The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domain in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each
page.

Assessment Anchor
The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of
the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

Anchor Descriptor

Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a
fevel of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
" Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and aligned to it.

Eligible Content
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.
Reference

In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvama Core
Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements, ' :

Fennsy)‘vama Depadment of Educafron Mathematics, Grade 05—Page 2
Final—April 2014
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Mathemat[cs Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR

Demonsirate understanding of E
place-value of whole numbers
and decimals, and compare
guantities or magnitudes of
numbers.

MO5.A-T1.1

24

M05.A-T.1.1.1

M05.A-T.1.1.2

M05.A-T.1.1.3

MO5.A-T.1.1.4

MO5.A-T.1.1.56

EL[GIBLE CONTENT

Demenstrate an understanding that in a multi-digit
number, a digit in one place represents 1/10 of
what it represents in the place to its lefi.

Example: Recognize that in the number 770, the
7 in the tens place is 1/10 the 7 in the hundreds
place.

Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the
product when multiplying a number by powers of
10 and explain patierns in the placement of the
decimat point when a decimal is muitiplied or
divided by a power of 10. Use whole-number
exponents to denole powers of 10,

Example 1: 4 x 107 = 400
Example 2: 0.05 + 10° = 0.00005

Read and write decimals to thousandths using
hase-ten numerals, word form, and expanded
form,

Example: 347.392 =300 + 40+ 7 + 0.3+ 0,09 +
0.002=3x100+4x10+7x1+3x(0.1)+
g x (0.01) + 2 x (0.001)

Compare two decimals to thousandths based on
meanings of the digits in each place using >, =
and < symbols.

Round decimals te any place (limit rounding to
ones, tenths, hundredths, or thousandths place).

Reference:

CC.2.1.5.B.1

Apply place-value concepts to show an understanding of operations and rounding as they pertain to whole numbers and

decimais.

Pennsy.fvama Depadmen! of Educat:on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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Mathematlcs Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR

M05.A-T.21  Use whole numbers and
decimals to compute accurately
{straight computation or word
problems).

MO5.A-T.2.1.1

MO05.A-T.2.1.2

M05.A-T.2.1.3

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Multiply multi-digit whole numbers (not to exceed
three-digit by three-digit).

Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers
with up to four-digit dividends and two-digit
divisors.

Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to
hundredths (no divisors with decimals).

Reference:; -

CC.2.1.5.8.2

Extend an understanding of operations with whole numbers to perform operations including decimals.

Pennsytvama Depariment of Educat:on
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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Mathemattcs Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR

MO05.A-F.1.1  Solve addition and subtraction
problems involving fractions
(straight computation or word
problems).

ELIGIBLE CONTENT -

i MO05.A-F.1.11  Add and subtract fractions (including mixed
numbers) with uniike denominators. (May include
multiple methods and representations.)

Exarnple: 2/3 + 5/4 = 8/12 + 15/12 = 23/12

KX

Reference:

€C.2.1.5.C1

Use the understanding of equivalency to add and subtract fractions.

Pennsyfvama Department of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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M05.A-F.2.1.1

M05.A-F.2.1.2

M05.A-F.21.3

M05.A-F.2.1.4

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Solve word problems involving division of whole
numbers leading to answers in the form of fractions
{including mixed numbers).

Multiply a fraction (including mixed numbers) by a
fraction.

Demonstrate an understanding of multiplication as
scaling {resizing).

Example 1. Comparing the size of a product to the
size of one factor on the basis of the size of the
other factor without performing the indicated
muffiplication.

Example 2: Explaining why multiplying a given
number by a fraction greater than 1 results in a
product greater than the given number
{recognizing multiplication by whole nurnbers
greater than 1 as a familiar case); explaining why
multiplying a given number by a fraction loss than
1 results in a product smaller than the given
number,

Divide unit fractions by whole numbers and whole
nurnbers by unit fractions. -

DESCRIPTOR
MO05.A-F.21  Solve multiplication and division
problems involving fractions and
whole numbers (straight
+ computation or word problems).
Reference:
CC.2.15.C2

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply and divide fractions.

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Final—April 2014
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Mathemat[cs Grade 05

DESCR[PTOR

M05.B-0.1.1  Analyze and complete
calculations by applying the
order of operations.

M05.B-0.1.1.1

M05.B-0.1.1.2

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Use multiple grouping symbols (parentheses,
brackets, or braces) in numerical expressions and
evaluate expressions containing these symbols.

Write simple expressions that model calculations
with numbers and interpret numerical expressions
without evaluating them,

- Example 1; Express the calculation “add 8 and 7,

then multiply by 2" as 2 = (8 + 7).

Example 2: Recognize that 3 x (18,932 + 921} is
three times as large as 18,932 + 921 without
having to calculate the indicated sum or product.

Reference:

CC.2.2.5.A1

Interpret and evaluate numerical expressions using order of operations.

Pennsylvama Departmentof Educalion
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M05.B-0.21 Create, extend, and analyze M056.B-0.2.1.1  Generate two numerical patterns using two given
patterns. rules.

Example: Given the rule “add 3" and the starting
number 0 and given the rule “add 6” and the
starting number 0, generate ferms in the resulting
sequences.

MO05.B-0.2.1.2  Identify apparent relationships between
corresponding terms of two patterns with the same
starting numbers that follow different rules.

Example: Given two pattems in which the first
paltern follows thé rufe “add 8" and the second
pattern follows the rule “add 2,” observe that the -
terms in the first pattern are 4 times the size of the
terms in the second pattem.

Reference:

CC.2.25.A4
Analyze patterns and relationships using two rules.

Pennsylvania Department of Education Mathematics, Grade 05—Page 8,
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DESCR[PTOR ELIG[BLE CONTENT
M05.C-G.1.1  Identify parts of a coordinate M05.C-G.1.1.1  Identify paris of the coordinate plane (x-axis, y-axis,
grid and describe or interpret ’ and the origin) and the ordered pair (x-coordinate
points given an ordered pair. and y-coordinate). Limit the coordinate plane to
quadrant L

M05.C-G.1.1.2 Represent real-world and mathematical problems
by plotting points in quadrant | of the coordinate
plane and interpret coordinate values of points in
the context of the situation,

R s

Reference:

CC.235A.1
Graph points in the first quadrant on the coordinate plane and mterpret thase points when solving real world and

mathematical problems.

Penns;dvama Depa.-fment of Educatron - Mathematics, Grade 05—Page 9
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Mathematlcs Grade 05

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M05.C-G.2.1  Use basic properties to classify | M05.C-G.2.1.1  Classify two-dimensional figures in a hierarchy
two-dimensional figures. based on propetties.

Example 1: All polygons have af least three sides,
and pentagons are polygons, so all pentagons
have af least three sides.

Example 2: A rectangle is a paraflelogram, which is
a quadrilateral, which is a polygon; so, a rectangle
can be classified as a parallelogram, as a
quadrilateral, and as a polygon.

Reference:

CC.2.35.A.2
Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on an understanding of their properties.

Pennsylvama Deparfmenr of Educaﬂon Mathematlcs Grade 05-Page 10
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Mathematlcs Grade 05

DESCR[PTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M05.D-M.1.1  Solve problems using simple M05.Bb-M.1.1.1  Convert between different-sized measurement
conversions {may include multi- units within a given measurement system. A table
step, real-world problems). of equivalencies will be provided.
Example: Convert 5 cm fo melers.
Reference:
€C.2.45A.1

Solve problems using conversions within a given measurement system.

Pennsylvanla Department of Educaﬂon Mathematics, Grade 05—Page 11
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DESCRIPTOR . ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M05.D-M.2.1  Organize, display, and answer. M05.0-M.2.1.1  Solve problems involving computation of fractions
questions based on data. by using information presented in line plots.

M05.D-M.2.1.2  Display and interpret data shown in tallies, tables,
charts, pictographs, bar graphs, and line graphs,
and use a lille, appropriate scale, and labels. A
grid will be provided to display data on bar graphs
or line graphs.

Reference:

CC.2.45.A2
Represent and interpret data using appropriate scale,

CC245A4
Solve problems involving computation of fractions using information provided in a line plot.

Pennsylvama Depan‘ment of Educaﬂon . Mathematics, Grade 05——Page 12
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Mathemat[cs Grade 05

. 05 DJM Measurementand -Data

DESCRIPTOR

M05.D-M.3.1  Use, describe, and develop
procedures to solve problems
involving volume.

M05.D-M.3.1.1

M05.D-M.3.1.2

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Apply the formutas V=Ixwx hand V=B x h for
rectangular prisms to find volumes of right
rectangular prisms with whole-number edge
lengths in the context of solving real-world and
mathematical problems. Formulas will be
provided.

Find volumes of solid figures composed of two
non-overlapping right rectangular prisms.

S ety s

Reference:

CC.245A5

Apply concepts of volume to solve problems and relate volume to multiplication and to addition.

Pennsyivama Depariment of Educarmn
Assessment Anchors and Efigible Confent

Mathematscs Grade 05—Page 13
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;g} Mathematlcs Grade 06

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each ,
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across
the PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A =Numbers and Operations o C=Geometry
o B = Algebraic Concepts o D= Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categories for each grade level. The first letter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letter represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for
~ Mathematics. Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 6.
o A-N=The Number System
o A-R = Ratios and Proportional Relationships
o B-E = Expressions and Equations
o C-G=Geometry
o DD-S = Statistics and Probability
The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domain in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each
page.
Assessment Anchor
The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of
the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned fo it.
Anchor Descriptor -
Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a

level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements uniffed under and aligned to it.

Eligible Con{ent
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Ehglble Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.

Reference
In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvama Coxe
Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements. o

Pennsy!vama Depadmentof Educa!fon Ma[hemaﬂcs Grade 06—Page 2

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014
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Mathematlcs Grade 06

DESCRIPTOR

M06.A-N.1.1  Solve real-world and
mathematical problems involving
division of fractions.

MO06.A-N.1.1.1

ELIGIBLE CONTENT 7

Interpret and compute guotients of fractions
(inciuding mixed numbers), and solve word
problems involving division of fractions by fractions.
Example 1: Given a slory context for (2/3) + (3/4),
explain that (2/3) + {3/4} = 8/8 because 3/4 of 8/9 is
2/3. {In general, (a/b) + (cAd) = (a/b) = (dfc) = adfbe.)
Exampie 2: How wide is a rectangular strip of land
with length 3/4 mi and area 1/2 square mi?

Example 3: How many 2 1/4-foot pieces can be cut
from a 15 1/2-foot board?

Reference:

CC.2.16.E1

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions,

e s GFRRYALoza L v

s N

Pennsyfvama Deparfmentof Educa!ion
Assessment Anchors and Efigible Confent
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W06 AN The Number System__— """ Roporfing Catogory_

Ry

DESCRIPTOR | ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M06.A-N.2.1  Compute with multi-digit M06.A-N.21.1  Solve problems involving operations (+, —, X,
numbers using the four and ~+} with whole numbers, decimals (through

arithmetic operations with or thousandths), siraight computation, or word -
without a calculator. probiems.

Reference:

CC.2.1.6.E2
Identify and choose appropriate processes to compute fluently with multi-digit numbers.

Pennsylvania Depariment of Education Mathematics, Grade OS—Pége 4
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014
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=k IR ) E: i Ay A
DESCRIPTOR . ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M06.A-N.2.2  Apply number theory concepis MO06.A-N.2.21  Find the greatest common factor of two whole
{specifically, factors and numbers less than or equal to 100 and the Jeast
multiples). : comman multiple of two whole numbers less than

or equal fo 12.

M06.A-N.2.2.2  Apply the distributive property tc express a sum of
two whole numbers, 1 through 100, with a common
factor as a multiple of a sum of two whole numbers
with no common factor.

Example: Express 36 + 8 as 4(9 + 2),

Reference:

CC2.1.6.E3
Develop and/or apply number theary concepts to find common factors and multiples.

Pennsyfvama Depan‘men! of Education ) Mathemahcs Grade 06—Page 5

Assessment Anchors and Efigible Content Final—-April 2014




DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M06.A-N.3.1  Understand that positive and ' M06.A-N.3.1.1  Represent quantities in real-world contexts using
negative numbers are used positive and negative numbers, explaining the
together to describe quantities meaning of 0 in each situation {e.g., temperature
having opposite directions or above/below zero, elevation above/below sea
values and locations on the level, credits/debits, positive/negative electric
humber line and coordinate charge).

plane. MO06.A-N.3.1.2  Determine the opposite of a number and recognize

. that the opposite of the oppuosite of a number is the
number itself (e.g., ("3) = 3; 0 is its own opposite).

M06.A-N.3.1.3  Locate and plot integers and ofher rational
. numbers on a horizontal or vertical number line;
locate and plot pairs of integers and other rational
numbers on a coordinate plane.

Reference:-

CC.2.16E4
Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers.

Egaexz o s vy

Pennsyivania Department of Educalion ’ Mathematics, Grade 06—FPage 6
Assessment Anchors and Elfigible Content Final—Aprl 2014
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MOG A N The Nmber System Regorhg Category_
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
MO06.A-N.3.2  Understand ordering and M06.A-N.3.2.1  Write, interpret, and explain statements of order for
absolute value of rational rational numbers in real-world contexts.
numbers. Example: Write “3°C > ~7°C to express the fact that

~3°C is warmer than 7°C.

MO06.A-N.3.2.2 Interpret the absolute value of a rational number as
its distance from @ on the number line and as a
magnitude for a positive or negative quantity in a
real-world situation.

Example: For an account balance of “30 dolfars,
wrile [ 30| = 30 {o describe the size of the debt in
dollars, and recognize that an account balance
less than ~30 dollars represents a debt greater
than 30 dollars.

M06.A-N.3.2.3  Solve real-world and mathematical problems by
plotting points in all four quadrants of the
coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and
absolute value to find distances bebween points
with the same first coordinate or the same second
coordinate.

Reference:

CC.2.1.6E4
Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers.

Pennsyivama Departmentof Educatron Ma!hemahcs Grade 06—Page 7
Final—April 2014
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MO06.A-R.1.11

M06.A-R.1.1.2

M06.A-R.1.1.3

M06.A-R1.14

M06.A-R1.1.5

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Use ratio language and notation {such as 3 to 4,
3:4, 3/4) to describe a ratio relationship between
fwo quantilies.

Example 1: “The ratio of gifls fo boys in a math
class is 2:3 because for every 2 girls there are
3 boys.”

Example 2. "For every five voles candidate A
received, candidate B received four voles.”

Find the unit rate a/b associated with a ratio a:b
(with b # 0) and use rate language in the context
of a ratio relationship.

Example 1: “This recipe has a ratio of 3 cups of
flour to 4 cups of sugat, so fhere is 3/4 cup of flour
for each cup of sugar.”

Example 2: “We paid $75 for 15 hamburgers,
which is a rafe of $5 per hamburger.”

Construct tables of equivalent ratios relating
quantities with whole-number measurements, find
missing vaiues in the tables, and/or plot the pairs
of values on the coordinate plane. Use tables to
campare ratios.

Solve unit rate problems including those involving
unit pricing and constant speed.

Exampfe: If it fook 7 hours fo mow 4 lawns, then at
that rate, how many lawns could be mowed in
35 hours? Al whal rate were lawns being mowed?

Find a percent of a quantity as a rate per 100 (e.q.,
30% of a quantity means 30/100 times ihe
quantity); solve problems involving finding the
whole, given a part and the percentage.

DESCRIPTOR

M06.A-R1.1  Represent and/or solve real-

world and mathematical

problems using rates, ratios,

and/or percents.

-

Reference:
cC.21.6.D.1

Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent

Mathematics, Grade 06-Page 8
Final—Aprit 2014
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Mathematlcs Grade 06

- DESCRIPTOR

M06.B-E.1.1 |dentify, write, and evaluate
numerical and algebraic
expressions,

M06.B-E.1.1.1

M06.B-E.1.1.2

M06.B-E.1.1.3

M06.B-E.1.1.4

NM06.B-E.1.1.56

Wiite and evaluate numerical expressions
involving whole-number exponents,

Write algebraic expressions from verbal
descriptions.

Example: Express the description “five less than
fwice a number” as 2y — 5.

Identify paris of an expression using mathematical
terms {e.g., sum, term, product, factor, quotient,
coefficient, quantity).

Example: Describe the expression 2(8 + 7} as a
product of two factors.

Evaluate expressions at specific values of their
variables, including expressions that arise from
formutas used in real-world problems,

Example: Evaluate the expression b* — 5 when
b=4

Apply the properties of operations to generate
equivalent expressions.

Example 1: Apply the distributive properiy fo the
expression 3 (2 + x) to produce the equivalent
expression 6 + 3x.

Example 2: Apply the distribuiive property fo the
expression 24x + 18y fo produce the equivalent
expression 6(4x + 3y).

Example 3: Apply properties of operations lo
y +y ty to produce the equivalent expression 3y.

Reference:

CC.2268.1

Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions.

Pennsyfvania Deparfment of Educaﬂon

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Mathematics, Grade OB—Page ]
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Mathematlcs Grade 06

DESCRIPTOR
Create, solve, and interpret one-
variable equations or

inequalities in real-world and
mathematical problems.

M06.B-E.2.1

M06.B-E.2.1.1

M06.B-E.2,1.2

M06.B-E.2.1.3

M06.B-E.2.1.4

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Use substitution to determine whether a given
number in a specified set makes an equation or
inequality true,

Write algebraic expressions to represent real-world
or mathematical problems,

Solve real-world and mathernatical problems by
writing and solving equations of the formx+p=¢
and px = g for cases in which p, g, and x are all
non-negative rational numbers.

Write an inequaiity of the form x> corx<cto
represent a constraint or condition in a real-world
or mathematical preblem and/or represent '
solutions of such inequalities on number lines.

Reference:

CC.2.2.6.B.2

Understand the process of solving a one-variable equation or inequality and apply to real-world and mathematical

probiems.

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Malhematlcs Grade 06—Page 10
Final—Apnl 2014
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DESCRIPTOR ' | © ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M06.B-E.3.1  Use variables to represent two M06.B-E.3.1.1  Write an equation to express the relationship
quantities in a real-world between the dependent and indepandent
problem that change in variables.
relationship to one another. Example; In a problem involving motion at a

constant speed of 65 units, write the equation
d = 651 to represent the relationship between
distance and fime.

M06.B-E.3.1.2  Analyze ihe relationship between the depandent
and independent vartables using graphs and
tables andfor relate these to an equation.

Reference:

CC.2.26B3
Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and independent variables.

Pennsylvania Depadmentof Education Mathematics, Grade 06—Page 11
Assessment Anchors and Efigible Content Final—April 2014




- DESCRIPTOR

M06.C-G.11  Find area, surface area, and
volume by applying formulas
and using various strategies.

M06.C-G.1.1.1

M06.C-G.1.1.2

M06.C-G.1.1.3

M06.C-G.1.1.4

M06.C-G.1.1.5

M06.C-G.1.1.6

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Determine the area of triangles and special
quadrilaterals (i.e., square, rectangle,
parallelogram, rhombus, and trapezoid). Formulas
will be provided.

Determine the area of irregular or compound'
polygons. ,
Example: Find the area of a room in the shape of
an irregular polygon by composing and/or
decomposing.

Determine the volume of right rectangular prisms
with fractional edge lengths. Formulas will be
provided.

Given coordinates for the vertices of a polygon in
the plane, use the coordinates to find side lengths
and area of the polygon (limited to triangles and
special quadrilaterals), Formulas will be
provided.

Represent three-dimensional figures using nets
made of rectangles and friangles.

Determine the surface area of triangular and
rectangular prisms (inciuding cubes). Formulas
will be provided.

Reference:

CC.2.3.6.A1

Apply appropriate tools to solve real-world and mathematical probiems involving area, surface area, and volume.

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content
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DESCRIPTOR ' T ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M06.D-8.1.1  Display, analyze, and M06.D-S1.1.1  Display numericat data in plots on a number line,
summarize numerical data sets including line plots, histograms, and box-and-
in relation to their context. whisker plots.

M06.D-5.1.1.2  Determine quantitative measures of center {e.g.,
median, mean, mode} and variability {e.g., range,
interquartile range, mean absolute deviation).

M06.D-8.1.1.3  Describe any overall pattern and any deviations
from the overall pattemn with reference to the
cantext in which the data were gathered. -

M06.D-S.1.1.4  Relate the choice of measures of center and
variability to the shape of the data distribution and
the context in which the data were gathered.

Reference:

CC.246.B.1
Demonstrate an understanding of statistical variability by displaying, analyzing, and summarizing distributions.

Pennsyhrama Deparfmen! of Educaf:on ' Mathematlcs Grade OS—Page 13
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Mathematlcs Grade 07

The Assessment Anchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can beread like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across
the PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Auchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A= Numbers and Operations o C=Geometry
o B = Algebraic Concepts o D = Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categories for each grade level. The first letter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letter represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for
Mathematics. Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 7. :
o A-N=The Number System
o A-R = Ratios and Proportional Relationships
o B-E = Expressions and Equations
o C-G=Geometry
o D-S = Statistics and Probability :
The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domam in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each
page.
Assessment Anchor
The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
‘Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of
the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.
Anchor Descriptor :
Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a

level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and aligned to it,

Eligible Content
The column to the right of the Anchor Descriptor contains the Eligible Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.

Reference
In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvama Core
Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements.

Pennsylvama Depan‘ment of Educat:on i ' Mathemancs Grade 07—Page 2
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Mathematics, Grade 07
"MO7.A-N The Number System " Reporting Catego
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DESCRIPTOR 7 EL|GIBLE CONTENT |

M07.A-N.1.1 Solve real-world and MO07.A-N.1.1.1  Apply properties of operations to add and subtract
- mathematical problems involving rational numbers, including real-world contexis.
tho four operations with rational { yo7 a.N1.1.2  Represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal

or vertical number line.

MO07.A-N.1.1.3  Apply properties of operations to muitiply and
divide rational numbers, including real-world
contexts; demonstrate that the decimal form of a
rational number ferminates or eventually repeats.

Y TEEIT

Reference:

CC21.7E1

Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to operations with rational numbers.

o MR P E et

Pennsylvania Depan‘ment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent Final—April 2014
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_M07.AR Rafios and Proporiional Relati

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT .
M07.A-R.1.1  Analyze, recognize, and _ M07.A-R.1.11  Compute unit rates associated with ratios of
represent proportional fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas, and
relationships and use them to , other quantities measured in like or different units.
solve real-world and Example: If a person walks 1/2 mile in each
mathematical probiems, - 1/4 hour, compute the unit rate as the complex
fraction 1/2 / 1/4 miles per hour, equivalently
2 miles per hour.

MO7,A-R.1.1.2  Determine whether two quantities are
: proportionally refated (e.g., by testing for
equivalent ratios in a table, graphing on a
coordinate plane and observing whether the graph
-is a straight line through the origin).

M07.A-R.1.1.3  identify the constant of proportionality (unit rate) in
, tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and verbal
descriptions of proporiional relationships.

M07.A-R.1.1.4  Represent proportional refationships by equations.

. . Example: If total cost { is proportional fo the

' - number n of items purchased at a constant price p,
the relationship belween the total cost and the
number of items can be expressed as t = pn.

M07.A-R.1.1.5  Explain what a point (x, ¥) on the graph of a
proportional refationship means in terms of the
situation, with special attention to the points (0, 0)
and (1, ), where ris the unit rate.

MO07.A-R.1.1.6  Use proportional relationships to solve multi-step
ratio and percent problems.

Examples: simple interest, fax, markups and
markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees,
percent increase and decrease.,

Reference:

CC2.1.7.D.1 .
Analyze proportional relationships and use them to model and solve real-world and mathematical problems.

Final—April 2014
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MOT B E Expressmns and Equatlons Regortlng Categ oy

Mathematlcs Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR

MO07.B-E.1.1  Use properties of operations to M07.B-E.1.1.1
generate equivalent
expressions.

EL!G]BLE CONTENT o

Apply properties of operations to add, subtract,
factor, and expand linear expressions with rational
coefficients.

Example 1: The expréssion 1/2 + (x + 6} is
equivalent to 1/2 + x + 3.

Example 2: The expression 53—y +4.2 s
equivalent {0 9.5 -y (or "y + 9.5).

Example 3: The expression 4w — 10 is equivalent
fo 2(2w — 5).

Reference:

€C.2.2.7.B.1

Apply properties of operations 1o generate equivalent expressions.

Pennsyivama Department of Educanon
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content

Malhemahcs Grade OT—Page 5
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Mathemattcs, Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT |
M07.B-E.21  Solve multi-step real-world M07.B-E.21.1  Apply properties of operations to calculate with
and mathematical problems : numbers in any form; convert between forms as
posed with positive and appropriate.

negative rational numbers. Example: If a woman making $25 an hour gets a

10% raise, she will make an additional 1/10 of her
salary an hour, or $2.50, for a new salary of

$27.50 an hour {or 1.1 x $25 = $27.50).

Reference:

CC.2.2.7.8.3

Model and solve real-world and mathematical problems by using and connecting numerical, algebraic, and/or graphical
representations.

‘

Pennsylvama Depadment of Educatton

Mathematics, Grade 07—Page 6
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content Final—April 2014




Pt

6N ST S

= = T e T e e T

Mathematics, Grade 07
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DESCRIPTOR

Use variables to represent
quantities in a real-world or
mathematical problem and
construct simple equations and
inequalities to solve problems.

Mo07.B-E.2.2

- M07.B-E.2.2.1

1 MO7.B-E.2.2.2

Solve word problems [eading to equations of the
formpx+g=rand p(x + ¢) = r,where p, q,and r
are specific rational numbers. :

Example: The perimeter of a recfangle is 54 cm.
its length is 6 cm. What is its width?

Solve word problems leading to inequalities of the
formpx+qg>rorpx+qg<r,wherep, g andr
are specific rational numbers, and graph the
solution set of the inequality.

Example: A salesperson is paid $50 per week
plus $3 per sale. This week she wants her pay to
be at least $100. Write an inequality for the
number of sales the salesperson needs {o make
and describe the solutions.

Reference:

CC.2.2.783

Model and solve real-world and mathematical problems by using and connecting numerical, algebraic, and/or graphical

representations.

Pennsylivania Depariment of Education
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Confent
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Mathematlcs Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
MO07.B-E.2.3  Determine the reasonableness M07.B-E.2.3.1  Determine the reasonableness of answer(s) or
of the answer({s) in problem- interpret the solution(s) in the context of the
solving situations. problem.

Example: If you want to place a fowsel bar that is
9 3/4 inches long in the center of a door that is
27 1/2 inches wide, you will need to place the
bar about 9 inches from each edge; this
eslimate can be used as a check on the exact
computation.

Reference:

CC.2.2.783
Madel and solve real-world and mathematlcai problems hy using and connecting numerical, algebraic, and/or graphical
representations.

Pennsy!vama Deparfmen! of Education Mathemat;cs Grade 07—Page 3
Final--April 2014
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DESCRIPTOR

M07.C-G.11  Describe and apply properties of
geomedtric figures.

M07.C-G.1.1.1

Mo7.C-G.1.1.2

M07.C-G.1.1.3
M07.C-G.1.1.4

Mathematlcs Grade 07

SL ¢
EL[GIBLE CONTENT

Solve problems involving scale drawings of
geometric figures, including finding length and
area.

Identify or describe the propetrties of all types of
friangles based on angle and side measures.

Use and apply the triangle inequality theorem.

Describe the two-dimensional figures that result
from slicing three-dimensiconal figures.

Example: Describe plane sections of right
rectangular prisms and right rectangular pyramids.

Reference:

CC.23.7A2

= s

Visualize and represent geometric figures and describe the relationships between them.

Pennsylvanfa Depan‘ment of Educatron
Assessment Anchors and Eligible Conlent
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X DESCRIPTOR
M07.C-G.21  Identify, use, and describe

properties of angles and their
measures,

M07.C-G.2.1.1

M07.C-G.2.1.2

Mathematics, Grade 07

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

ldentify and use properties of supplementary,
compiementary, and adjacent angles in a multi-
step problem to write and solve simple equations
for an unknown angle in a figure.

[dentify and use properties of angles formed when
two parallel lines are cut by a transversai (e.g.,
angles may include alternate interior, alternate
exterior, vertical, corresponding).

Reference:

CC.23.7.A.1

Solve real-world and mathematicai problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, circumference, and volume.
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Mathematlcs Grade 07

DESCRIPTOR . ELIGIBE CONTENT

M07.C-G.2.2 Defermine circumference, area, § M07.C-G.2.2{ Find the area and circumference of a circle. So!vé
surface area, and volume. problems involving area and circumference of a

circle{s). Formulas will be provided.

M07.C-G.2.2.2  Solve real-world and mathematical problems
involving area, volume, and surface area of two-
and three-dimensional objects composed of
triangles, quadrilaterals, polygens, cubes, and right
prisms. Formulas will be provided.

E =N . 2 erry = a7 i

Reference:

CC.2.3.7.A.1

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, circumference, and valume.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M07.D0-81.1  Use random samples. M07.D-S.1.1.1  Determine whether a sample is a random sample
: given a real-world situation.

M07.D-8.1.1.2  Use data from a random sample to draw
inferences about a population with an unknown
characteristic of interest.

Example 1: Estimate the mean word length in a
book by randomly sampling words from the book.

Example 2: Predict the winner of a school election
based on randomly sampled survey dafa.

Reference:

€C.24.78.1
Draw inferences about populations based on random sampling concepts.
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DESGRIPTOR | ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M07.D-5.2.1  Use statistical measures to M07.D-5.2.1.1  Compare two numerical data distributions using
compare fwo numerical data measures of center and variability.
distributions. Example 1: The mean height of players on the

basketbail team is 10 cm greater than the mean
height of players on the soccer team. This
difference is equal fo approximately twice the
variability (mean absolute deviation) on either
team. On a line plot, note the difference befween
the two distributions of heighis.

Example 2: Decide whether the words in a chapter
of a seventh-grade science book are generally
longer than the words in a chapter of a fourth-
grade science book,

— SV i _— : .

Reference

CC.2.4.78.2
Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M07.D-5.3.1  Predict or determine the MO07.D-5.31.1  Predict or determine whether some outcomes are
likelihood of outcomes. certain, more likely, less likely, equally iikely, or

impossible {i.e., a probability near 0 indicates an
unlikely event, a probability around 1/2 indicates an
event that is neither unlikely nor likely, and a
probahility near 1 indicates a likely event).

Reference:

CC.2.4.7B.3

Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability models.
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Mathematics, Grade 07
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DESCRIPTOR |

MO07.0-8.3.2  Use probability to predict M07.D-8.3.21  Determine the probabi!ity of a chance event given
outcomes. relative frequency. Predict the approximate relative

frequency given the probability.

Example; When rolling a number cube 600 times,
predict that a 3 or 6 would he rolled roughly
200 times but probably not exactly 200 times.

M07.D-5.3.2.2  Find the probability of a simple event, including the
: probability of a simple event not occurring.

Example: What is the probability of not rolling a 1
on a number cuba?

M07.D-8.3.2.3  Find probabilities of independent compound events
using organized lists, tables, tree diagrams, and
simulation.

LETers 3 3 =z Py o = = 3 AR

Reference:

CC.247B3
Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probabiiity models.
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Mathematlcs Grade 08

The Assessment Auchors, as defined by the Eligible Content, are organized into cohesive blueprints, each
structured with a common labeling system that can be read like an outline. This framework is organized first by
Reporting Category, then by Assessment Anchor, followed by Anchor Descriptor, and then finally, at the
greatest level of detail, by an Eligible Content statement. The common format of this outline is followed across
the PSSA.

Here is a description of each level in the labeling system for the PSSA:

Reporting Category
The Assessment Anchors are organized into four classifications, as listed below.
o A =Numbers and Operations o C=(Geometry
o B = Algebraic Concepts o D =Data Analysis and Probability

These four classifications are used throughout the grade levels. In addition to these classifications, there are
five Reporting Categories for each grade level, The first letter of each Reporting Category represents the
classification; the second letter represents the Domain as stated in the Pennsylvania Core Standards for
Mathematics. Listed below are the Reporting Categories for Grade 8.

o A-N=The Number System

o B-E = Expressions and Equations

o B-F=Functions

o C-G=Geometry

o ID>-S = Statistics and Probability
The title of each Reporting Category is consistent with the title of the corresponding Domain in the
Pennsylvania Core Standards for Mathematics. The Reporting Category title appears at the top of each
page.

Assessment Anchor

The Assessment Anchor appears in the shaded bar across the top of each Assessment Anchor table. The
Assessment Anchors represent categories of subject matter (skills and concepts) that anchor the content of
the PSSA. Each Assessment Anchor is part of a Reporting Category and has one or more Anchor
Descriptors unified under and aligned to it.

Anchor Descriptor
Below each Assessment Anchor is one or more specific Anchor Descriptors. The Anchor Descriptor adds a
level of specificity to the content covered by the Assessment Anchor. Each Anchor Descriptor is part of an
Assessment Anchor and has one or more Eligible Content statements unified under and aligned to it.

Eligible Content

The column to the right of the' Anchor Descriptor contains the Eilglble Content statements. The Eligible
Content is the most specific description of the skills and concepts assessed on the PSSA. This level is
considered the assessment limit and helps educators identify the range of the content covered on the PSSA.

Reference
In the space below each Assessment Anchor table is a code representing one or more Pennsylvama Core
Standards for Mathematics that correlate to the Eligible Content statements.

Pennsyivama Depan‘mentof Educatfon Mathemahcs Grad e OB—Page 2
Final—Aprii 2014

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content




'%;f aengsylyanis Mathemat[cs Grade 08

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

MO0B.A-N.1.1  Apply concepts of rational and M08.A-N.1.1.1  Determine whether a number is rational or
irrational numbers. irrational. For rationai numbers, show that the

decimal expansion terminates or repeats {limit
repeating decimals to thousandths).

M08 A-N.1.1.2 Convert a terminating or repeating decimal to a
rational number (limit repeating decimals to
thousandths).

M08.A-N.1.1.3  Estimate the value of irrational numbers without a
calcutator {limit whole number radicand fo less
than 144).

Example; V5 is between 2 and 3 but closer o 2.

M08.A-N.1.1.4  Use ralional approximations of irrational numbers
to compare and order irrational nuimbers.

M08.A-N.1.1.5 Locatefidentify rational and irrational numbers at
their approximate locations on a number line.

= t o s A s ol 24 TR

Reference:

CC.2.18E1
Distinguish between rational and irrational numbers using their properties.

CC.2.18EA4
Estimate irrational numbers by comparing them to rational numbers.

Pennsy!vama Depadment of Educatmn Mathemahcs, Grade 0&~Page 3
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Mathematlcs Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR

M08.B-E.1.1.1

MO08.B-E.1.1.2

08.B-E.1.1.3

M08.B-E.1.1.4

ELIGIBLE CONTENT

Apply one or more properties of integer exponents
to generate equivalent numerical expressions
without a calculator (with final answers expressed
“in exponential form with positive exponents).
Properties will be provided.

Example: 3% x 3% =33 = 143%)

Use square root and cube root symbols to
represent solutions to equations of the form x* = p
and x> = p, where pis a positive rational number.
Evaluate square roofs of perfect squares {up to
and including 12% and cube roots of perfect cubes
(up to and mclud:ng 5% without a calculator.

Example: If x* = 25 then x = V25,

Estimate very large or very small quantities by
using numbers expressed in the form of a single
digit times an integer power of 10 and express
how many times larger or smalier one number is
than another.

Example: Est.rmate the population of the United
States as 3 x 10° and the population of the world

as 7 x 10° and defermine that the world population
is more than 20 times larger than the United States’
population.

Perform operations with numbers expressed in
scientific notation, including problems where both
decimal and scientific notation are used. Express
answers in scientific notation and choose units of
appropriate size for measurements of very large or
very small quantities (e.g., use millimeters per year
for seafloar spreading). interpret scientific notation
that has been generated by technology (e.g.,
interpret 4. 7EEY displayed on a calcufator as

47 x 10%.

MO8.B-E.1.1  Represent and use expressions
and equations to solve problems
involving radicals and integer
exponents.

Reference:

€C.2.28B.1

Apply concepts of radicals and integer exponents to generate equivalent expressions.

F‘ennsylvanra Department of Educanon

Assessment Anchors and Elfgible Content

Mathemahcs Grade 08—Page 4
Final—Aprit 2014




,w.,
1.4 pennonieani Mathematies, Grade 08

_M08. B- EExpressmns and Equatlons | ) Rerg—ortm'g Céteg_g

e e e T e T ] X L P s e e e e PR S L e # BT e TR T A

DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M08.B-E.2.1  Analyze and describe linear M08.B-E.2.1.1  Graph proporiicnal relationships, interpreting the
relationships between two unit rate as the slope of the graph. Compare two
variables, using slope. different proportional relationships represented in

different ways.

Example: Compare a distance-time graph lo a
distance-time equation to determine which of two
moving objecls has grealer speed.

M08.B-E.21.2  Use similar right friangles to show and explain why
the slope m is the same between any two distinct
points on a non-vertical line in the coordinate
plane.

MO08.B-E.21.3  Derive the equation y = mx for a line through the
origin and the equation y = mx + b for a line
intercepting the vertical axis at b.

e 1 - ORIy

Reference:

€C.2.2.8.B.2
Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations.

Pennsytvanra Department of Education Mathemahcs Grade 08~Page 5
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Mathematlcs Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR

Write, solve, graph, and interpret
linear equations in one or two
variables, using various
rmethods.

M08.B-E.3.1

vi08.B-E.3.1.1

Mo08.B-E.3.1.2

M08.B-E.3.1.3

il MOB.B-E3.14

M08.B-E.3.1.5

ELIGIBLE CONTENT
Write and identify linear equations in one variable
with one solution, infinitely many sclutions, or no
solutions. Show which of these possibilities is the
case by successively transforming the given
equation into simpler forms until an equivalent
equation of the form x = a, a = a, or a = b resuits
(where a and b are different numbers).

Solve linear equations that have rational number
coefficients, including equations whose solutions
require expanding expressions using the
distributive property and collecting like terms.

Interpret solutions to a system of two linear
equations in two variables as points of intersection
of their graphs because points of intersection
satisfy both equations simultanecusly.

Solve systems of two linear equations in two
variables algebraically and estimate solutions by
graphing the equations. Solve simple cases by
inspection.

Example: 3x + 2y = 5 and 3x + 2y = 8§ have no
solution because 3x + 2y cannot simulfanecusly be
5andé6.

Solve real-world and mathematical problems
leading to two linear equations in two variables.

Example; Given coordinates for two pairs of points,
determine whether the line through the first pair of
points infersects the line through the second pair.

Reference:

€C.2.2.883

Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear equations.

Pennsyfvama Department of Educahon
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

MO08.B-F.1.1  Define, evaluate, and compare M08.B-F.1.1.1  Determine whether a relation is a function.
functions displayed
algebraically, graphically, or
numerically in tables or by
verbal descriptions.

M08.B-F.1.1.2  Compare properties of iwo functions, each
represented in a different way (i.e., algebraicaliy,
graphicaily, numerically in tables, or by verbal
descriptions).

Example: Given a linear function represented by a
fable of values and a linear function represenied by
an algebraic expression, determine which function
has the greater rate of change.

M08.B-F.1.1.3 Interpret the equation y¥ = mx + b as defining a
linear function whose graph is a straight {ine; give
examples of funciions that are not linear.

CEYITE = een e

Reference:

CC.2.28.C1
Define, evaluate, and compare functions.

Pennsyfvama Deparimentof Educatran . Mathematics, Grade 08—Page 7
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DESCRIPTOR ' ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M08.B-F.2.1  Represent or interpret functional § M08.B-F.21.1  Construct a function to model a linear relationship
refationships between quantities hetween two quantities. Determine the rate of
using tables, graphs, and change and inifial value of the function from a
descriptions. description of a relationship or from two (x, ¥)

values, including reading these from a table or
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and
initial value of a linear function in terms of the
situation it models and in terms of its graph or a
table of values.

M08.B-F.21.2  Describe qualitatively the functional relationship
between two quantities by analyzing a graph (e.g.,
where the function is increasing or decreasing,
linear or nonlinear). Sketch or determine a graph
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function
that has been described verbaliy.

Reference:

CC.2.2.8.C2
Use concepts of functions to model relationships between quantities.

, Grade 08—Page 8
Final—April 2014
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M08.C-G.1.1  Apply properties of geometric
transformations to verify
congruence or similarity.
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M08.C-G.1.1.1

M08.C-G.1.1.2

M08.C-G.1.1.3

M08.C-G.1.1.4

tdentify and apply properiies of rotations,
reflections, and translations.

Example: Angle measures are preserved in
rotations, reflections, and franslations.

Given two congruent figures, describe a sequence
of transformations that exhibits the congruence
hetween them.

Describe the effect of dilations, iranslations,
rotations, and reflections on two-dimensional
figures using coordinates.

Given two similar two-dimensional figures,
describe a sequence of transformations that
exhibits the similarity between them.

2+

Reference:

CC2.3.8A.2

Understand and apply congruence, similarity, and geometric transformations using various tools.

Pennsyivania Depariment of Education
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT

M08.C-G.2.1  Solve problems involving right M08.C-G.2.1.1  Apply the converse of the Pythagorean theorem to

triangles by applying the show a triangle is a right triangle.

Pythagorean theorem. M08.C-G.2.1.2  Apply the Pythagorean theorem to determine

unknown side lengths in right triangles in real-world
and mathematical problems in two and three
dimensions. (Figures provided for problems in
three dimensions will be consistent with Eligible
Content in grade 8 and below.)

M08.C-G.2.1.3  Apply the Pythagorean theorem to find the
: distance between two points in a ceordinate
B system.

Reference:

CC.23.8.A3 ‘
Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem ta solve problems.

EXTaT=E—y
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Mathematlcs, Grade 08

DESCRIPTOR - V EL[GIBLE CONTENT

M(8.C-G.3.1  Apply volume formulas of cones, § M08.C-G.3.1.1  Apply formulas for the volumes of cones, cylinders,
cylinders, and spheres. and spheres to solve real-world and mathematical
problems. Formulas will be provided.
Reference:
CC.238A1

Apply the concepts of valume of cylinders, canes, and spheres {o solve real-world and mathematical problems.
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DESCRIPTOR ELIGIBLE CONTENT
M08.D-5.1.1  Analyze and interpret bivariate M08.D-8.1.1.1  Construct and interpret scatter plots for bivariate
data displayed in multiple measurement data to investigate patterns of
representations. association between two quantities, Describe

patterns such as clustering, outliers, positive or
negative correlation, linear association, and
nonlinear association.

M08.D-5.1.1.2  For scatter plots that suggest a linear association,
identify a line of best fit by judging the closeness of
the data points to the line.

M08.D-5.1.1.3  Use the equation of a linear model o solve
problems in the context of bivariate measurement
data, interpreting the slope and intercept.

Example: In a linear model for a biology
experiment, interpret a slope of 1.5 cm/hr as
meaning that an additional hour of sunlight each
day is associated with an additional 1.5 cm in .
mature plant height.

Reference: :

CC.2.48B.1
Analyze and/or interpret bivariate data displayed in multiple representations.

Pennsyfvama Deparimentof Educetfon Mathematics, Grade UB—Page 12
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M08.D-5.1.2.1

Mathematics, Grade 08

Eede ey

“Repocing Cainaory”

Construct and inferpret a two-way table
summarizing data on two categorical variables
collected from the same subjects. Use relative
frequencies calculated for rows or columns to
describe possible associations between the two
variables.

Example: Given data on whether students have a -
curfew on school nights and whether they have
assigned chores at home, is there evidence that
those who have a curfew also tend lo have
chores?

M(8.0-5.1.2  Understand that patterns of
association can be seen in
bivariate categorical data by
displaying frequencies and
relative frequencies in a two-way
table.

Reference:

€C.248B.2

Understand that patterns of association can be seen in bivariate data utilizing frequencies.
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